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OUR PURPOSE 
 

Love God • Love Each Other • Be God’s Love in the World 
 

Danville Congregational Church acknowledges that the land this house of worship sits upon is 
the traditional, unceded land of the Ohlone and Bay Miwok people. We offer this land 
acknowledgment as a sign of respect, with the knowledge that this land was sacred before we 
ever arrived. 
 

At Danville Congregational Church, we welcome you to a progressive spiritual community that 
is open and affirming, celebrates differences, and encourages alternate views. We explore the 
Bible with curiosity and enthusiasm, taking it seriously but not literally. Taking Christ’s call 
passionately to love our neighbor, we extend our faith into action for the betterment of all. 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, we offer you a place of peace and hope. 
 

Danville Congregational Church is an Open and Affirming church, welcoming all of God’s 
people—of diverse race, gender, sexual orientation, family status, economic condition, and 
physical, mental, and emotional ability. 
 

A NOTE TO WORSHIPERS 
 

Please take note of the emergency exits around you and locate the nearest one to you. 
 

At DCC, wearing a mask during worship or inside the building is optional; please do whatever 
is comfortable for you. Please be aware of others’ personal space and space yourselves out in 
the sanctuary accordingly. Please invite consent before shaking hands and hugging. The left-
hand section of pews as you enter the sanctuary has been designated for those who are free 
of scents and perfumes.  
 

Please silence your cell phone when you enter the sanctuary.  
 

If you would like to use one of our listening assistance devices, please see the sound 
technician in the back of the sanctuary. 
 

First-time guest? Welcome to Danville Congregational Church! 
We are glad you have joined us today. We would love to share with you what is happening 
here. Please leave your information – name, email/phone in the Blue Pew Pad that is passed 
around early in the service. If you are interested in learning more about DCC, please see one 
of the pastors after worship in the narthex (lobby) or contact Joyce Klassen 
(joyce.klassen@comcast.net) our Welcome Commissioner. We look forward to connecting 
with you! 
 

The DCC sanctuary is available for meditation and quiet prayer  
during the week during normal business hours.  

Please feel free to come by any time—enter through the office. 

mailto:joyce.klassen@comcast.net
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 
 
 

PRELUDE The King of Love My Shepherd Is arr. Jason W. Krug 
 
 

WELCOME  Rev. Lauren Jewett 
Please sign the sheet in the blue pad, pass it to another, and place it in the offering plate. 
To offer a special prayer, please fill out a Prayer Card, which will be collected during Prayer Time. 
 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Alene Riley 
*All are invited to rise in body, mind, or spirit.  

 One: We are gathered together from many places 

 All: as the one flock of our Holy Shepherd. 

 One: We sing God’s praise; we lift our hearts 

 All: while God pours love out on us. 

 One: In this hour of worship, take comfort and courage: 

 All: God is faithful still. 
 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE  Alene 
 One: Peace be with you. 

 All:  And also with you. 

 One:  Let us greet one another and pass the peace of Christ. 
 
 

*OPENING SONG Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us, vv1, 3 See next page. 
 
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN Back to School Blessing Rev. Todd Atkins-Whitley 
  and Pastor Lauren 
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE   
 

COMMUNION SONG It’s You I Like  
 

SURSUM CORDA 

 One: God is with you! 

 All: God is with you too! 

 One: Lift up your hearts. 

 All: We lift them up. We lift them right up to God. 

One:God is so good. Let us thank God and praise them! 

 All :Thank you God! 

 One: It is right to give our thanks and praise, isn’t it? 
It is good to remember who made us, 
and how much we are loved just for being ourselves. 

 All: Yes, it feels good to give God our thanks and praise! 
 

COMMUNION PRAYER   
 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP   
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   

 All: Thank you, God, for our neighbors, near and far. 
Thank you for Jesus. And thank you for this food. 
Help us to do our best to be good neighbors to all. Amen. 

 

Following Communion, children are invited to meet their teachers  
in the back of the sanctuary for Godly Play. 
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SCRIPTURE LESSON  Alene 
 

Jesus went to visit all the towns and villages near there. He told [the people] 
the good news about God’s kingdom. He also caused sick people to become 
well again from all their different pains and illnesses. When Jesus saw the 
crowds of people, he felt sorry for them. They had trouble in their minds. They 
had nobody to help them. 
Jesus thought, “These people are like sheep that have nobody to take care of 
them.”1 

 

[Jesus told the people,] “I am the good shepherd. I know my own sheep, and 
they know me, just as God knows me, and I know God. And I lay down my life 
for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice.2 

 

Jesus said, “I, the Son of Woman3, will return one day. Then people will see that 
I am great and powerful. All God’s angels will come with me. I will sit on my 
great seat as king. People from all the countries in the world will come together 
in front of me. I will put them into two groups. I will do it in the same way that 
a shepherd puts his sheep and goats into two groups. They put the sheep on his 
right side and the goats on his left side. 

 

The king will say to those people who are on his right side, “Come here. God 
has been good to you. God has prepared a place for you in their kingdom. That 
kingdom has been ready for you since the time that God made the world. I was 
hungry and you gave me some food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me some 
water to drink. I was visiting your town and you asked me to stay in your home. 
I did not have enough clothes and you gave me some clothes to wear. I was ill 
and you took care of me. I was in prison and you came to visit me there.” 

 

Then the people on the right side will say to the king, “Lord, when did we see 
that you were hungry and give you some food? When did we see that you were 
thirsty and we gave you some water to drink? When did we ask you to stay in 
our home because you were alone? When did we give you some clothes to 
wear? When did we take care of you because you were ill? When did we come 
to visit you in prison?” 

 

The king will answer them, “I tell you this: You did all these things to help other 
people. They were not important people, but they were my friends. When you 
helped them, then you also helped me.” 

 

Then the king will say to those people who are at his left side, “Go away from 
me. God has decided to punish you. God has prepared a fire that will burn for 
ever. God has prepared it for Satan and his servants. You will also go into that 
fire. I was hungry but you did not give me any food to eat. I was thirsty but you 
did not give me anything to drink. I visited your town but you did not ask me to 
stay in your home. I did not have enough clothes but you did not give me 
anything to wear. I was ill but you did not take care of me. I was in prison but 
you did not come to visit me.” 
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Then these other people will say, “Lord, when did we see you and you were 
hungry, or you were thirsty? When did we see you alone or without clothes? 
When did we see you and you were ill, or in prison? When did you need our 
help and we did not help you?” 

 

Then the king will reply, “I tell you this: You did not help people who are my 
friends. They were not important people. But when you did not help them, you 
also did not help me.” 

 

Then those people on the king's left side will go away to the place where God 
will punish them for ever. But the good people on the king’s right side will live 
forever with God.”4 

1Matthew 9:35–36 (Easy English Bible); 2John 10:14–17 (NRSVUE); 
3“Son of Woman” is a suggested translation of the phrase  

“Son of Man” as described in A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church  
by the Rev. Wilda Gafney, PhD; 4Matthew 25:31-46 (Easy English Bible) 

 
 

MODERN LESSON Words from Fred Rogers Alene 
 

“You are loved with a greater love than anyone could ever imagine, Tom. 
   I trust that you’ll never ever forget that.” 

Fred Rogers, in an email to Tom Junod, reporter for Esquire 
 
 

SERMON Am I A Sheep? Rev. Todd Atkins-Whitley 
 
 

ANTHEM God Loves Everyone Leon Bridges 
 

God loves the birds and the bees 
God loves the stoners and freaks 
And the girls on the street 
Just the same as you and me 

 

Old men and the young and the strange 
School kid looking out at the rain 
Cops on the beat and the crooks in the cage 
Just the same 

 

God loves everyone, everybody under the sun 
God loves everyone just the same… 

 

God sees all the folks on their own 
God knows what it's like to be cold 
And the winners and losers and player and fool 
For the game 

 

God loves everyone, everybody under the sun 
God loves everyone just the same… 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%209%3A35-36&version=EASY
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2010%3A14-18%20&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%2025%3A31-46&version=EASY
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TIME OF PRAYER  Pastor Todd 
Sharing our Joys and Concerns 

 All:  Hear our prayer  
Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Loving God, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive  
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

TIME OF GIVING  Alene 
Invitation to Giving   

For those of you who have already made a gift by check or automated giving, we are 
grateful. If you would like to make a gift today, please place it in the offering plate or 
give using our web site or donate using your mobile device, using the QR Code on the 
back cover. 

   Offertory When I Consider How the Father Loves Penny Rodriguez 
*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen 

*Offertory Prayer 
 
 

WORK OF THE PEOPLE  Pastor Todd 
 

 

*CLOSING HYMN O For A World See next page. 
 
 

*BENEDICTION  Pastor Todd 
 

http://bit.ly/donatetodcc
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POSTLUDE  It’s A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood Fred Rogers 
 

It's a beautiful day in this neighborhood 
A beautiful day for a neighbor 
Would you be mine? Could you be mine? 

 

It's a neighborly day in this beautywood 
A neighborly day for a beauty 
Would you be mine? Could you be mine? 

 

I have always wanted to have a neighbor just like you 
I've always wanted to live in a neighborhood with you 

 

So, let's make the most of this beautiful day 
Since we're together, we might as well say 
Would you be mine? Could you be mine? 
Won't you be my neighbor? 
Won't you please, won't you please? 
Please, won't you be my neighbor? 

 

Please remain in your pews until the light has been taken out of the Sanctuary. Thank you! 
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TODAY’S SCHEDULE 
9:30am–10:45am Worship (In-person and Zoom) 

10:45am–11:15am Time of Fellowship in Koinonia / breakout room 
11:15am Anti-Racism Team Open Meeting in Kairos Hall 
12:00pm Monthly Lunch Bunch at Café Esin 

Our unattended nursery is open for anyone who would like to make use of it during worship.  
For safety reasons, we request that no child be left on the playground without appropriate 
supervision. 
 

Godly Play (for children ages preschool through 5th grade) is offered immediately following 
the Opening Hymn. All children are invited to participate in Godly Play. 

THIS WEEK AT DCC 
Tuesday 9:00am Men’s Coffee and Donuts 

Wednesday 10:00am Wednesday Morning Prayer 

Saturday  Council Retreat and Potluck 
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TODAY’S EMMAUS TEAM 
 

Today’s Emmaus Team is Team 6.  
 

Greeters: Dianne Dorn and Anne Seiler 

Ushers: Joy Davis 

Candlelighter: Anne Seiler 

Liturgist: Alene Riley 

Fellowship: Eileen Ackley, Alene Riley, and Bill White 

Sound Tech: Jim Felton 

Tech Minister: John Klassen 

Lock Up Duty: Dee Brook 
 

Godly Play: Pastor Lauren and Kim Michaud 
 

Next week’s Emmaus Team is Team 1. 
 

Upcoming Pastoral Schedule 
 

Following his sabbatical last year, Pastor Todd shared with us that one of the valuable lessons he 
learned was to access the time he is given each year for renewal and reflection: instead of banking it, 
use it as it is intended. We affirm this intention. 
 

Therefore, following worship Sunday, Pastor Todd has arranged to be away for the month of August 
using a combination of vacation time and study leave. A portion of his time will be dedicated to 
creating an anti-racism worship and study series partially funded by a Conference Clergy Vitality 
grant he received. Similarly, Pastor Lauren will be accessing vacation and study leave August 12–28 
to catch her breath after a busy summer, attend a youth ministry conference, and transition out of 
her work with the Conference. Ideally, our pastors try to cover one another’s leave but this 
summer’s calendar made that challenging. Going forward , Pastor Todd and Pastor Lauren will strive 
to make sure they’re not both gone at the same time; an increase in hours for the Children, Youth, 
and Community Engagement role will help.  
 

Pastor Todd has arranged for us to be cared for in worship by the Rev. Kim Risedorph, DCC member 
Carrie Hrousis, and the Rev. Carol Barriger. Pastor Lauren will preach August 30. For pastoral needs 
during this time, please reach out to Pastor Lauren through August 12 and then directly to the 
church office or the moderators who will connect you with the designated pastoral care provider. 
 

We deeply value our pastors’ commitment to our church family and know that they can serve 
alongside us best when they are rested and have time for renewal. We ask that you pray for them 
while they are away and for their safe return to us. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Deepest Sympathies to the Leich Family  
 

It is with heavy hearts and deep sympathy that we share the passing of Sandy 
Leich early Wednesday morning following her recent hospitalization. Sandy 
transitioned into God’s eternal presence of loving kindness surrounded by Doug, 
her husband of 53 years, and their daughter Megan. 
 

Please hold Doug and Megan in your prayers. Doug welcomes calls and texts. If 
you’d like to send expressions of care and support, Doug’s address is in the church 
directory; contact the church office for Megan’s. 

 

 

Today during worship 
Back to School Blessing 

 

The new school year is almost here — with all the anticipation, worry, and 
excitement that come with it. Join us in worship today for our Back to School 
Blessing, as students, teachers, staff, parents, and our whole church family gather to 
ask God's blessing over the year ahead. 

 

 

Today after worship in Kairos 
Anti-Racism Team Open Meeting 

 

The Anti-Racism Team will be having a regular planning meeting after worship today. 
All who are interested in knowing what our team is all about are welcomed to attend--
we'll be in Kairos Hall. We'll be discussing several topics, including what it means to be 

an "emerging anti-racist church," upcoming activities around Indigenous Peoples Month, and 
opportunities to help support our next event with Visions of Hope. Come join us! 

 

 

Today at noon 
Monthly Lunch Bunch 

 

Come join the after-church-lunch-bunch today at noon at Café Esin in 
Danville. Note: Please come prepared to pay for your meal with check, cash, 
Paypal or Venmo. Thanks! 
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Sunday, August 16th from 11:15am–12:45pm 
Journeys In Faith Second Hour 

 

Soul Words 
What: A Writing Workshop using personal narrative to explore what gives our lives meaning 
Who:  Everyone! No prior writing experience is necessary 
When: Sunday, August 16th from 11:15am–12:45pm 
 

For more information contact Linda Elsdon (lindaelsdon@gmail.com or 925-768-0617). 
 

 

Wednesday Morning Prayer 
 

Pastor Todd facilitates morning prayer on Wednesdays at 10:00am via Zoom and in the Sanctuary. 
We will engage in centering prayer and then pray for those requests we have received. To join via 
Zoom use this link. 

 

 

Sunday, August 30th at 11:45am 
New Member Interest Lunch 

 

Curious about joining the DCC family? If so, a time of fellowship for 
potential new members is planned for Sunday, August 30th at 
11:45am. We’ll gather at the home of John & Joyce Klassen in San 
Ramon for lunch and the opportunity to get to know DCC and each 
other a little better. If you’re interested in learning more, please 
contact Joyce Klassen, Welcome Commissioner 
at joyce.klassen@comcast.net. 
Please hold the date of Sunday, September 20th for welcoming new 
members to our congregation, as part of our worship service. 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/s/83417243721?pwd=a1NFNWtTb28zWFZqSkZNRURxaEhoUT09#success
mailto:joyce.klassen@comcast.net


14 

 

Saturday, September 5th from 1:00pm–4:00pm 
Visions of Hope Opportunity 

 

Our work with Visions of Hope is coming around again full circle, with the 
annual "Put the Guns Down" event in Richmond on Saturday, September 
5th from 1:00-4:00pm at 4th Street Park. We are seeking support from 
DCC to help at the event, donate money for bicycles and prizes, and to 
help purchase food. There's an online sign up form here, or you can sign 
up after church during coffee hour. Please direct any questions to Carrie 
Hrousis, Doug Leich or Barb DeBarger.  

 

 

 
On Wednesday, August 12 at 10:00am, Sojourners President Rev. Adam Russell Taylor will host a live 
conversation with Bishop Mariann Budde: Learning to Be Brave: Speaking Truth to Power in the 
Public Square. Drawing from her recent book, We Can Be Brave: Decisive Moments in Life and Faith, 
Bishop Budde will reflect on the moments that ask us to choose courage, integrity, and moral 
clarity. To sign up for this webinar, click here. 

 

 

Pastoral Availability 
 

Pastor Todd keeps regular office hours remotely on Monday and in the office Tuesday through 
Thursday. If you would like to meet with Pastor Todd, please reach out to him directly via phone or 
email. 
 

Pastor Lauren is available by appointment. You can reach her via email or phone. 
 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0548ACA72D6-64847866-visions
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.betterworldbooks.com%2Fproduct%2Fdetail%2Fwe-can-be-brave-how-we-learn-to-be-brave-in-lifes-decisive-moments-9798217113828%3Fshipto%3DUS%26curcode%3DUSD%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DpMax-Used-Top-USA%26utm_content%3D%26utm_term%3D%26creative%3D%26device%3Dc%26placement%3D%26gad_source%3D1%26gad_campaignid%3D22602002577%26gbraid%3D0AAAAADMQnG_9IiuKXokLn_G-g8MbERfqX%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjwpK3SBhASEiwAtV1SPIiTDmAT1IR7WGPpxxE9TeNcxAH46zCoS58xG3OLBSRtvt-isFns5RoCHSsQAvD_BwE&data=05%7C02%7Canne-marie%40danvillechurch.org%7C1949132a0b1344c1b97f08dee1019576%7C7986475032424257ba2b00e6c5e16d29%7C1%7C0%7C639195594076929919%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wz01XXMxpjIOJ7qJndnkXdLW5yUXHiUnjonnCGTWKmI%3D&reserved=0
https://act.sojo.net/page/98606/survey/1?ea.url.id=5746822&forwarded=true
mailto:todd@danvillechurch.org
mailto:lauren@danvillechurch.org
https://act.sojo.net/page/98606/survey/1?ea.url.id=5746822&forwarded=true
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Picture  of the Week 
 

 

 
 

Scenes from last Sunday's worship in which Rev. Karen Lebacqz served as guest preacher, Alene Riley 
served as worship steward, Anne Seiler led Time with Children, John Kendall Bailey enriched the service 
with his musicality, Bette Felton shared an announcement on behalf of the Anti-Racism Team, and the 

Long-Range Planning Team held a second hour. 
 

. 

If you’d like to submit a picture to be considered for the pic of the week,  
send it to Anne-Marie at anne-marie@danvillechurch.org 

 

mailto:anne-marie@danvillechurch.org
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Ministers—The Entire Congregation 
 

Church Staff 
The Rev. Todd Atkins-Whitley, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Lauren Jewett, Minister of Youth & Community Engagement 
John Kendall Bailey, Music Director 

Anne-Marie Vanniasinkam, Office & Communications Manager 
 
 

The DCC Prayer Team prays daily for those in need of prayers.   
If you would like to submit a prayer request for yourself or someone else,  

contact a pastor or send an email to prayers@danvillechurch.org.   
All requests are kept confidential unless specified otherwise. 

 
Maria Arroyo, Dayspring Preschool Director 

Stacey Perez, Administrative Assistant 
www.dayspringpreschool.org  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Danville Congregational Church 
a Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

989 San Ramon Valley Boulevard, Danville, CA  94526-4020 
Phone: (925) 837-6944 

www.danvillechurch.org 
 

  

Scan QR code above to Give Scan QR code above to Connect with Us 

 

mailto:prayers@danvillechurch.org?subject=Prayer%20Request
https://www.dayspringpreschool.org/
http://www.danvillechurch.org/

