
  
United Church of Christ 

 
 

 

 
 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
Baptism Sunday 
January 11, 2025 



2 

 

OUR PURPOSE 
 

Love God • Love Each Other • Be God’s Love in the World 
 

Danville Congregational Church acknowledges that the land this house of worship sits upon is 
the traditional, unceded land of the Ohlone and Bay Miwok people. We offer this land 
acknowledgment as a sign of respect, with the knowledge that this land was sacred before we 
ever arrived. 
 

At Danville Congregational Church, we welcome you to a progressive spiritual community that 
is open and affirming, celebrates differences, and encourages alternate views. We explore the 
Bible with curiosity and enthusiasm, taking it seriously but not literally. Taking Christ’s call 
passionately to love our neighbor, we extend our faith into action for the betterment of all. 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, we offer you a place of peace and hope. 
 

Danville Congregational Church is an Open and Affirming church, welcoming all of God’s 
people—of diverse race, gender, sexual orientation, family status, economic condition, and 
physical, mental, and emotional ability. 
 

A NOTE TO WORSHIPERS 
 

Please take note of the emergency exits around you and locate the nearest one to you. 
 

At DCC, wearing a mask during worship or inside the building is optional; please do whatever is 
comfortable for you. Please be aware of others’ personal space and space yourselves out in the 
sanctuary accordingly. Please invite consent before shaking hands and hugging. The left-hand 
section of pews as you enter the sanctuary has been designated for those who are free of scents 
and perfumes.  
 

Please silence your cell phone when you enter the sanctuary.  
 

If you would like to use one of our listening assistance devices, please see the sound technician 
in the back of the sanctuary. 
 

First-time visitor? Welcome to Danville Congregational Church! We are glad you are here with 
us today. Please register your attendance in the Blue Pew Book located in the pew and share 
whatever information you would like us to have about you. If you are interested in learning 
more about DCC, please see one of the pastors after worship in the narthex (lobby) or contact 
Joyce Klassen (joyce.klassen@comcast.net) our Community Life Commissioner. We look 
forward to meeting you! 
 

The DCC sanctuary is available for meditation and quiet prayer  
during the week during normal business hours.  

Please feel free to come by any time—enter through the office.  

mailto:joyce.klassen@comcast.net
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 
 
 

PRELUDE The Baptism of the Lord Stephen DeCesare 
 
 

WELCOME  Rev Todd Atkins-Whitley 
Please sign the sheet in the blue pad, pass it to another, and place it in the offering plate. 

To offer a special prayer, please fill out a Prayer Card, which will be collected during Prayer Time. 
 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   
 *All are invited to rise in body, mind, or spirit.  

 

 One: God is with us always and calls us each by name. 

 All: I am God's Beloved. 

 One: When we pass through difficulties and stress, 

 All: God is with us and calls us by name. 

 One: When we are discouraged and feel lost and alone, 

 All: God is with us and calls us by name, and heals us. 

 One: Wherever we journey in life and wherever we go, 

 All: God's presence and Holy Spirit accompany us. 
Blessed be God who knows us, journeys with us, and calls us by name. Amen. 

 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE   

 One: Peace be with you. 
 All:  And also with you. 
 One:  Let us greet one another and pass the peace of Christ. 

 
 

*OPENING HYMN Down To The River To Pray See next page. 
 
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN  Pastor Todd 
Following the Time With Children, children are invited to meet their teachers  
in the back of the sanctuary for Godly Play. 

 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 3:16–17  
 

And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending 
like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my 
Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%203%3A16-17&version=NRSVUE
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SCRIPTURE LESSON Acts 10:34–43  
 

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every people anyone who fears him and practices 
righteousness is acceptable to him. You know the message God sent to the 
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Sovereign of all. That 
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how Jesus went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he 
did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 
tree, but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all 
the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to 
the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 
living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 
 

MODERN LESSON Excerpt from In My Heart a Volcano Heidi Bridgeman 
 By Rev. Rhina Ramos 
 

So, we left. As if on an excursion that was going to last a whole month.  
We traveled in the company of a group of twenty individuals. 

 

When we got to Tijuana, all of us together were put in a safe house. The minute 
[the coyote who had transported us from El Salvador] left, the Mexican federal 
police, the federales, descended upon us and arrested us. 

 

The police brought us to a cell that had one tiny window that looked out onto 
the street. I remember feeling despair at having been locked up in a dark, dirty 
cell, able only to look outside through the tiny window, wanting badly to be set 
free. 

 

Every other minute [the federales] were warning us not to try to escape 
because they were being sought on both sides of the border for having killed 
people. They held us in a room with mattresses on the floor. It was dreadful 
being there. We felt like animals. 

 

On our first attempt to cross the border, I suffered the bitterest cold of my life, 
to the point that my teeth were chattering. The coyotes ordered us to lie down 
on the grassy ground. They kept a lookout, waiting for the moment that the 
gringo border patrol withdrew, so we could attempt the crossing. While we 
were lying on our stomachs, the wet, frozen ground penetrated my body to the 
bone. I peed my pants. I was shivering with the icy cold. Never in my life have I 
felt anything like it.  

 

When we had finally crossed, we made our way, in silence, over mountains, 
down sidewalks. We had been walking several hours when the coyotes shouted 
for us to hide. Now we had the border patrol on top of us! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2010%3A34%E2%80%9343&version=NRSVUE
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Having been transferred to the third group of coyotes, that same night we 
repeated our attempt to cross the border. We were walking along a highway 
when the Mexican federal police intercepted us again. Once more, they took us 
to the station, and again we had to pay them in order for them to release us. 

 

The federales themselves then led us to a sewage outflow culvert that opened 
right at the foot of the chain-link fence that ran along the border. The boundary 
we crossed forty years ago doesn’t look anything like the concrete wall you see 
today. We walked for what seemed a half hour. They gestured for us to lie 
down on the grass near a highway. Shortly thereafter, some cars appeared. 
We were told to get in and, in a few minutes, we were in San Diego. 

 

We disembarked at a safe house for immigrants who had recently crossed. 
And there was my aunt, waiting for us. That last leg of the journey my brother 
and I had made alone. Inside at the safe house, my aunt had lit a candle and, 
together, she and I went to give thanks to God. Later, she cooked me an egg 
with Kraft yellow American cheese, the first thing I ate in the United States of 
America! 

 
 

SERMON GOD Knows No Borders Pastor Todd 
 
 

RENEWAL OF BAPTISM LITANY 
 

GREETING   
 One: Dear friends, on this day of re-creation we recall Christ’s baptism, 

and we claim and remember our own. 
 All: We gather with this water to celebrate the gift of God’s redeeming grace. 
 One: For just as the body is one and has many members and all the members of the 

body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 
 All: For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body  

and were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 One: Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   
 One: Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil, in whatever guise it presents itself, 

and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
 All: I do. 
 One: Do you believe in God? 
 All: I believe in God, the creator of heaven and earth. 

 One: Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

 All:  I believe in Jesus Christ, peacemaker, healer and advocate. 
 One: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
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 All: I believe in God, the Holy Spirit. 
 One: Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and community, 

in the breaking of bread, and in prayer? 
 All: I will, with God’s help. 
 One: Will you see and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?  
 All: I will, with God’s help. 
 One: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 

respecting the dignity of every human being? 
 All: I will, with God's help. 
 One: Let us pray. 
 All: In this and all we do, keep us faithful to our Savior Jesus Christ, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING AND RENEWAL There is One Hope Jacques Berthier 
 

 
 

 
 

PRAYER   

 One: Eternal God, you have come to us in Jesus Christ, given us a new birth by water 
and the Holy Spirit, forgiven all our sins, and filled us with courage.  

 All: Bless us now with the grace we need to fulfill what we have promised. 
And keep us faithful to our Savior Jesus Christ, forever and ever. Amen. 
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ANTHEM Come To The Water John Foley, SJ 
 

O let all who thirst, let them come to the water 

And let all who have nothing, let them come to the Lord 

Without money without price, why should you pay the price 

Except for the Lord. 
 

And let all who seek, let them come to the water 

And let all who have nothing, let them come to the Lord 

Without money without strife, why should you spend your life 

Except for the Lord. 
 

And let all who toil, let them come to the water 

And let all who are weary, let them come to the Lord 

All who labor without rest, how can your soul find rest 

Except for the Lord 
 

And let all the poor, let them come to the water 

Let the ones who are laden, let them come to the Lord 

Bring the children without might, easy the load and light 

Come to the Lord. 
 

TIME OF PRAYER  Rev. Lauren Jewett 
Sharing our Joys and Concerns 

All:  Hear our prayer  
Pastoral Prayer 
Prayers of the People 

 One: My God, my God, why? The words first on the psalmist’s tongue,  
then on Jesus’, now on our own. My God, 

 All: My God, why? 

(silence) 

 One: Why such cruelty? Why the abuse of power?  
Why the closing of hearts and minds? My God, 

 All: My God, why? 

(silence) 

 One: Why the violence? Why the lack of imagination? 
Why the giving in to our worst impulses? My God, 

 All: My God, why? 

(silence) 
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 One: Why do we betray one another? Why do we betray our truest selves? 
Why do we betray you? My God, 

 All: My God, why? 

(silence) 

 One: My God, 

 All: My God, why? 

(silence) 

 One: Be near us, O God, we pray. Be near to all who mourn. 
Hold our grieving world in your heart. 

 All: Amen. 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Loving God, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive  
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo, santificado sea tu Nombre, venga tu reino, 
hágase tu voluntad, en la tierra como en el cielo. Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas, como también nosotros perdonamos a los que nos 
ofenden. No nos dejes caer en tentación y líbranos del mal. Porque tuyo es el reino, 
tuyo es el poder, y tuya es la gloria, ahora y por siempre. Amén. 

 
 

TIME OF GIVING   
Invitation to Giving   

For those of you who have already made a gift by check or automated giving,  
we are grateful. If you would like to make a gift today, please place it in the  
offering plate or give using our web site or donate using your mobile device,  
text the word give to 855-940-3756. 

   Offertory Lord, I Want To Be A Christian arr. Gregg Sewell 
*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen 

*Offertory Prayer 
 
 

WORK OF THE PEOPLE  Pastor Lauren 
 
 

http://bit.ly/donatetodcc
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*CLOSING HYMN Community of Christ See next page. 
 
 

*BENEDICTION  Pastor Todd 
 
 

POSTLUDE When Jesus Christ Was Baptized Jeanne P. Lawler, 
  arr. Anne Britt 
 

Please remain in your pews until the light has been taken out of the Sanctuary. Thank you! 
 
 

Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-717493. All rights reserved  

TODAY’S SCHEDULE 
8:30am–9:15am Choir Rehearsal 

9:30am–10:30am Worship (In-person and Zoom) 

10:30am–11:00am Time of Fellowship in Koinonia / breakout room 

After worship Youth Group 

11:15am–12:15pm Commission Meetings 

Our unattended nursery is open for anyone who would like to make use of it during worship.  
For safety reasons, we request that no child be left on the playground without appropriate 
supervision.  
 

Godly Play (for children ages preschool through 5th grade) is offered immediately following 
the Opening Hymn. All children are invited to participate in Godly Play. 

THIS WEEK AT DCC 
Monday 7:00pm A Conversation with Rev. Rhina Ramos 

Tuesday 11:30 Men’s Luncheon 

Tuesday 1:00pm–3:00pm Diaconate Meeting 

Wednesday 10:00am Wednesday Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 1:00pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

Wednesday 2:30pm–3:30pm CARE Support Group 

Wednesday 7:00pm–8:30pm Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday 2:00pm–3:30pm Spirited Sisters 

Friday 5:30pm–8:00pm TGIF at the McGrath’s 

Saturday 5:00pm Love over Fear Community Concert 
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TODAY’S EMMAUS TEAM 
 

Today’s Emmaus Team is Team 1. Next Week’s Emmaus Team is Team 2. 
 

Liturgist: Heidi Bridgeman 
Sound Tech: Steve Bridgeman 
Tech Ministers: Eileen Ackley 

Lock Up Duty: Carol and Matthew Bassett 
Godly Play: Kim Michaud and Nan Karns 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Come Join Godly Play this Sunday! 
 

Children are invited to join Ms. Kim in Godly Play this Sunday to hear the story of 
Holy Baptism. It's a wonderful introduction to one of our most special traditions. 
Hope to see you there! 

 

 

Tuesday, January 13th at 11:30am 
Men's Luncheon at Clementine's 

 

There will be a Men's Luncheon on Tuesday, January 13th at 11:30am 
at Clementine's. Come join the group for good conversation and food.Please 
contact Jim Stickler if you have any questions.  

 

 

Sunday, January 18th at 11:15am in the Sanctuary 
Journeys in Faith Second Hour – Graceful Merit 

 

Equality of opportunity guarantees a just society. Or does it? How do grace 
and faith inform our thinking about merit and a just society? In this session we 
will explore these questions and how they relate to meaningful work. This will 
build on the book “The Tyranny of Merit” by Michael Sandel.  
Ron Elsdon will facilitate this session. Ron is the author or editor of several books, one of which is 
about business social responsibility. 

 

 

Sunday, January 25th at 11:45am 
New Member Interest Lunch 

 

Curious about joining the DCC family? If so, a time of fellowship for potential new members is 
planned for Sunday, January 25th at 11:45am. We’ll gather at the home of John & Joyce Klassen in 
San Ramon for lunch and the opportunity to get to know DCC and each other a little better. If you’re 
interested in learning more, please contact Joyce Klassen, Welcome Commissioner at 
joyce.klassen@comcast.net. 

 

mailto:joyce.klassen@comcast.net
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Long-Range Task Force (LRTF) update 
 

We wanted to advise everyone that we have asked Kyra Kennedy and Reuben Shank, who are both 
members of the LRTF, to take on leadership roles in the group for approximately the next 6 
months. We thank Kyra and Reuben for saying yes, as well as the entire group for their willingness to 
be part of this important task force. We look forward to hearing updates from the LRTF as it moves 
forward. 

Heidi Bridgeman and Alene Riley, Co-Moderators 
 

 

Nursery Volunteer(s) Needed 
 

As you've probably noticed, we have gained several church babies over the 
past few years. As such, we feel it is an important show of hospitality and 
care to start staffing the nursery on Sundays. 
 

We'd like to see if there are folx who would volunteer one Sunday a month 
(or less if we have more volunteers) with a youth grouper. 

 

Before we can offer this to folx attending worship and begin scheduling, all volunteers will need to 
complete a livescan background check (simple process) and complete CPR+First Aid training. [The 
church will cover the costs of both of these.] 
 

Please reach out to Pastor Todd if you would be interested in serving our families in this way. [And 
we're working on getting the speaker in the nursery fixed      ] 

 

 

Welcoming the Immigrants in Our Communities 
 

Would you like to know how people in Contra Costa and Alameda Counties are responding to the 
on-going vilification and dehumanization of immigrants in our local communities? A great place to 
start is the Immigrant Support Volunteer Opportunities and Resources guide put together by 
Indivisible ReSisters of Contra Costa. It describes over a dozen volunteer opportunities and provides 
resources for immigrants and for community members who want to help immigrants. Some of these 
volunteer opportunities involve expressions of solidarity with immigrants who have cases in the 
Federal Immigration Court in Concord and some address basic needs like food and transportation. 
There are several non-profit organizations that are leading the way in standing with our immigrant 
neighbors. Among them are: 

• Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity – https://www.im4humanintegrity.org/ 
• Contra Costa Immigrant Rights Alliance – 

https://www.facebook.com/ContraCostaImmigrantRightsAlliance/ 
• Immigrant Action Network –https://www.immigrantactionnetwork.org/ 

 

In Alameda County, the ICE Out of Dublin campaign is working to stop the reopening of the 
shuttered FCI Dublin Prison as a new ICE Detention Center. 
(https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/iceoutofdublin). 
 

This information is provided by DCC’s Anti-Racism Team. 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mRb80JjNJCNOUhQOy7tycJ7_aQk-T5zm_PHA6s-144Q/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.im4humanintegrity.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ContraCostaImmigrantRightsAlliance/
https://www.immigrantactionnetwork.org/
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/iceoutofdublin
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Come Join Celebration Bells! 
Come and join the fun with Celebration Bells! If interested in learning how to ring 
bells and chimes, please let us know.  Our first rehearsal is January 25 at 1pm in the 
music room. Contact Janis Jang. 
 

 

Wednesday Morning Prayer 
 

Pastor Todd facilitates morning prayer on Wednesdays at 10:00am via Zoom and in the Sanctuary. 
We will engage in centering prayer and then pray for those requests we have received. To join via 
Zoom use this link. 

 

 

Pictures of the Week 
 

 
 

Clockwise from top: Anne Seiler dropped off a poinsettia to Norm Palmer; DCC’s music Sunday 
featured an ensemble of almost 40 members; the Christmas Eve Candlelight worship service; Randy 

Jang, Sandra Lepley, and Janis Jang provided music for the January 4th service. 
 

If you’d like to submit a picture to be considered for the pic of the week, email  
anne-marie@danvillechurch.org. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/s/83417243721?pwd=a1NFNWtTb28zWFZqSkZNRURxaEhoUT09#success
mailto:anne-marie@danvillechurch.org
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Ministers—The Entire Congregation 
 

Church Staff 
The Rev. Todd Atkins-Whitley, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Lauren Jewett, Minister of Youth & Community Engagement 
John Kendall Bailey, Music Director 

Anne-Marie Vanniasinkam, Office & Communications Manager 
 
 

The DCC Prayer Team prays daily for those in need of prayers.   
If you would like to submit a prayer request for yourself or someone else,  

contact a pastor or send an email to prayers@danvillechurch.org.   
All requests are kept confidential unless specified otherwise. 

 
 

Maria Arroyo, Dayspring Preschool Director 
Stacey Perez, Administrative Assistant 

www.dayspringpreschool.org  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Danville Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 
989 San Ramon Valley Boulevard, Danville, CA  94526-4020 

Phone: (925) 837-6944 
www.danvillechurch.org 

 

  

mailto:prayers@danvillechurch.org?subject=Prayer%20Request
https://www.dayspringpreschool.org/
http://www.danvillechurch.org/

