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OUR PURPOSE 
 

Love God • Love Each Other • Be God’s Love in the World 
At Danville Congregational Church we welcome you to a progressive spiritual community 
that is open and affirming, celebrates differences, and encourages alternate views. We 
explore the Bible with curiosity and enthusiasm, taking it seriously but not literally. Taking 
Christ’s call passionately to love our neighbor, we extend our faith into action for the 
betterment of all. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we offer you a place of peace and 
hope. 
 

Danville Congregational Church is an Open and Affirming church, welcoming all of God’s 
people – of diverse race, gender, sexual orientation, family status, economic condition, 
and physical, mental and emotional ability. 
 

A NOTE TO WORSHIPERS 
 

Wearing a mask is mandatory. Please sit in designated pews as directed by the ushers 
and move to the center of the row, so those who come in after you can more easily be 
seated. The left-hand section of pews as you enter the sanctuary has been designated for 
those who are free of scents and perfumes. Please refer to the list of in-person guidelines 
on the inside back page. 
 
Please silence your cell phone when you enter the sanctuary.  
 

If you would like to use one of our listening assistance devices, please see the sound 
technician in the back of the sanctuary. 
 

Following worship, please wait for an usher to dismiss your row before you depart the 
sanctuary. All are welcome to join us on the patio for a time of coffee, conversation, and 
community. 
 

First time visitor? Welcome to Danville Congregational Church! We are glad you are here 
with us today. If you are interested in getting additional information about Danville 
Congregational Church, after the worship service, in the narthex, you will find someone 
holding a red bag. In the bag you will find helpful information about the church. We look 
forward to meeting you! 

 
The DCC sanctuary is available for meditation and quiet prayer  

during the week during normal business hours.  
Please feel free to come by any time — enter through the office. 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

Liturgy by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC |  sanctifiedart.org 
 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Mary Taylor 
God of the stars and God of our hearts—  
our days will pass, but your words will last. 
The earth might fade, but your words will last.  
Our memories might blur, but your words will last. 
The grass will wither, but your words will last. 
The sky could go dark, and your words would last.  
So as we listen today, help us to hold onto what will last. 
Help us hold onto you. Amen. 

 
 

PRELUDE Dreaming of Home, Part 1 Kevin Kern 
 
 

LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF HOPE  Hazel Furber-Dobson  
  & Oliver Beaver 
 

 Hazel: We hope for a world where all are fed. 
 Oliver: We hope for a world with more bridges than walls.  

 Hazel: We hope for a world with wide open doors. 

 Oliver: We hope for a world with contagious laughter. 

 Hazel: We hope for a world where trees grow tall and creeks run clean. 
 Oliver: We hope for a world where all people feel at home— 

in their bodies, in the church, in their physical homes. 

 Hazel: We hope for that world.  

 Oliver: We long for that world. 

 Hazel: We are homesick for that world. 

 Oliver: So today we light the candle of hope,  
because hope keeps our hearts alive as we wait. 

 Hazel: May this light be a reminder that the wait is always worth it. 

 Oliver: We are close to home. May we carry hope with us. Amen. 
 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Todd Atkins-Whitley 
 

To offer a joy or concern, please fill out a Prayer Card, which will be collected during Prayer Time. 
If you are joining us online, type your prayer request using the chat feature. 
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*CALL TO WORSHIP  Mary Courtenay 
 *All are invited to rise in body, mind, or spirit. 

 One: Can one be homesick for something you’ve never known? 
 All: We are homesick for a just world,  

for peace like rivers, 
for the end of suffering. 

 One: Yes, we are homesick— 
 All: for joy that is contagious, 

for nations that feel like neighbors, 
and for hospitals that run empty. 

 One: We are homesick for the world God promises. 
 All: We are homesick, but we are on our way. 
 One: God is here. God is still creating. 
 All: Let us worship Holy God. 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE  Mary Courtenay 
 One: Peace be with you. 
 All:  And also with you 
 One:  Let us greet one another with waves and smiles  

from where we are located. 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Pastor Todd 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
The “left” side is to the liturgist’s left of the center aisle, and the “right” to their right. 
Our friends joining by Zoom are welcome to choose either side, or both, as we pray: 

 All: Holy God, 
 When John was Born, Zechariah leaned down  
and whispered words of love into his ear.  
We know that you do the same for us,  
day in and day out, yet we fail to hear it. 

 Left: We forget that in the beginning we were made good. 
 Right: We doubt that we could possibly be enough. 
 Left: We hustle for our self-worth  
 Right: and wear ourselves out aiming for perfection. 
 Left: We deflect words of praise. 
 Right: We hide behind shiny first impressions. 
 All: Forgive us.  

Trusting our worth is the hardest job.  
Open our ears as you open our hearts, 
so that we might rest on the foundation of goodness  
you have laid for us.  
Gratefully we pray, Amen. 
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WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

Pastor:  Family of faith, 
No matter how old we get, God continues to say to us: 
“You are loved; you are forgiven.” 
That is the foundation of our lives. 
That is the truth upon which we build our home. So breathe deeply. 
There is grace and peace here. Join me in proclaiming this good news: 

 All: We are loved.  
We are forgiven.  
We are claimed.  
This is our foundation.  
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
 

*OPENING HYMN See Fig Leaves Now Sprouting See next page. 
 
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN  Pastor Todd 
 
 

SCRIPTURE Luke 21:25–36 Piper Stickler 
 

“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the 
waves.  People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming 
upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they 
will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 
Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as 
soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that 
summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, 
you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation 
will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation 
and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch 
you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the 
face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have 
the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand 
before the Son of Man.” 

 
 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+21%3A25%E2%80%9336&version=NRSV
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SERMON Homesick Pastor Todd 
 
 

ANTHEM I’ll Be Home for Christmas Walter Kent 
  arr. Carl Staedler 
 

I'll be home for Christmas; You can count on me. 
Please have snow and mistletoe, and presents on the tree. 

 

Christmas Eve will find me where the love-light gleams. 
I'll be home for Christmas, if only in my dreams. 

— Kim Gannon 
 
 

TIME OF PRAYER  Pastor Todd 
Blessing of the hats and scarves knitted by the DCC Prayer Shawl Ministry  
Sharing our Joys and Concerns  

All:  Hear our prayer  
 

Prayers of the People 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Loving God, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 

TIME OF GIVING  Mary Courtenay 
Invitation to Giving 

For those of you who have already made a gift by check or automated giving, we 
are grateful. If you would like to make a gift today, please leave it in the basket in 
the back of the sanctuary as you leave or give using our web site. 

 
*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen 

*Offertory Prayer 
 
 

  

http://bit.ly/donatetodcc
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*CLOSING HYMN Home is Home, However Lowly  
 

1Home is home,  
however lowly, 

Home is sweet  
when love is there, 

Home is home  
when hearts are holy, 

Earth has ne’er a spot so fair. 
Jesus makes our home  

a heaven, 
Sacred in the fireside warm; 
After battling through  

the long day, 
Home’s a shelter  

from the storm. 

2To a little home in Bethany 
Jesus loved to wend his way; 
Tender hearts  

were waiting for him 
In the evening of the day. 
Jesus there dispelled  

the sadness, 
There the humble meal  

he blessèd; 
There they worshipped him 

with gladness; 
There his sacred form  

would rest. 
 

3Let us make our home  
the threshold 

Of the city bright and fair, 
Each the other’s  

joy possessing, 
Each the other’s  

burden share. 
In the storm of  

deep affliction 
Let us seek the  

heavenly balm, 
In life’s tempest  

just remember 
Prayer will make  

the storm a calm. 
—Arthur Arnott 

 
 

*BENEDICTION  Pastor Todd 
 
 

POSTLUDE  Dreaming of Home, Part 2 Kevin Kern 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please wait for an usher to dismiss your row before leaving the sanctuary. 
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WORSHIP NOTES 
 

 The nativity set on our chancel was hand-crafted and painted by an artisan 
in Guatemala, the home country of the faith community we are in 
relationship with through the Sister Parish program. The nativity was 
brought back to Danville by the last delegation who visited the San Antonio 
community in Guatemala. 
 

Awake to Wonder by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity 
Inspired by Luke 21:25-36 | Digital painting 
with collage 
 

It is peculiar that we begin Advent with adult Jesus offering us a 
prophecy and parable filled with fear and mystery. This particular 
scripture is within a longer section of Jesus describing the coming 
destruction of the temple, a public statement that no doubt added to 
the conspiracies and plots stirring against him. The fate he speaks of is 
filled with terrifying details: the temple demolished, false prophets, 
wars and uprisings, food shortages, natural disasters, persecution, and 
epidemics (Luke 21:5-24). As we read these words now, this litany of 
fear and foreboding feels far too familiar—a bit too close to home.  

When I began this series of visuals, I printed an architectural blueprint on a large piece of cardstock. 
Using acrylic paint, I added fluid strokes of blue, obscuring the white lines in the blueprint so that the 
plans for building a home would appear present but also blurred and concealed. I added hints of gold 
leaf, trying to emulate the texture of paint peeling from the exterior of a building. I then shifted to 
digital media, photographing the painting from a number of angles and then drawing figures and 
details into my compositions with my stylus and iPad.  
As I began this particular image, I imagined a scene of chaos and apocalypse. However, as I drew a 
woman lifting her head and reaching for the fig tree, I began to see a vision of beauty and hope, a 
glimpse of one’s whole being awake to wonder.  

I think we all share a collective homesickness. It feels like nostalgia. It looks like the trauma hiding in 
our past. It can turn into foreboding fear that robs us of real joy. But in this image and in Jesus’ 
words, I see a call to resilience despite the difficult realities that confront us. I see a longing so deep 
that it keeps us reaching—for a home restored, for comfort renewed, for the fruit that is sure to 
come.         —Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity  
 

Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity is the Founder and Creative Director of A Sanctified Art. 
Lisle (she/her) is a Pastorist (pastor + artist), retreat leader, and creative 
entrepreneur seeking to fill the church with more color, paint, mystery, and 
creativity. She founded A Sanctified Art with the conviction that, in order to thrive, 
the church needs more creative expression and art-filled freedom. 

 
I'll Be Home for Christmas is a Christmas song written by the lyricist Kim Gannon and composer 
Walter Kent and recorded in 1943 by Bing Crosby, who scored a top ten hit with the song. Originally 
written to honor soldiers overseas who longed to be home at Christmas time, I’ll Be Home for 
Christmas has since gone on to become a Christmas standard. 
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TODAY’S SCHEDULE 
 

8:30am–9:15am Choir Rehearsal 
9:30am–10:30am Worship in the Sanctuary and on Zoom 

10:30am–11:00am Time of Fellowship on the patio/breakout rooms 
5:00pm-7:00pm Youth Group @DCC 

 

Our nursery is open for anyone who would like to make use of it during worship. There will be 
no Godly Play (for children ages preschool through 5th grade) until further notice. Children are 
welcome to borrow a book from our library in the back of the sanctuary as well as enjoy an 
activity bag they can take home with them. 
 

For safety reasons, we request that no child be left on the playground without appropriate 
supervision. Thank you! 

 

THIS WEEK AT DCC 
Monday 1:00pm-3:00pm Celebration Bells Rehearsal 

Thursday 7:30pm–9:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

Saturday 2:00pm-5:00pm All Church Family Christmas Party 

Sunday 9:30am Worship at DCC 

 5:00pm Thank You Celebration for Steve Paroli 

 
 
 

Today: Emmaus Team 7 and friends 
 
 

Greeters:  Joy Davis 
Ushers & Candle Lighters:  Carol Gerich, Jim Stickler, Mary Kay McClure 

Advent Candle Lighters:  Hazel Furber-Dobson & Oliver Beaver 
Liturgists: Mary Courtenay 

Scripture:  Piper Stickler 
Friendship Host:  Caryl Krotz, Shii Stickler, Tim Seiler 

Sound Tech:  Brett Clark 
Lock Up Duty:  Brett Clark 

 
 

Next week’s Emmaus Team is Team 1. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Home: Something we seek and something we are called to build 
 

When something hits close to home, it affects us 
deeply. During the Advent and Christmas season, we 
journey through scriptures and rituals that are 
tender, heavy with emotion, and vulnerable. We 
carry the memories and truths of this season close to 
our hearts. This year’s Advent theme Close to 
Home acknowledges the “already but not yet” 
tension of our faith: Emmanuel is with us, and yet, 
God’s promised day—our everlasting home—is not 
fully realized. It names our deep longing for God to 
come close to us. 

The Advent and Christmas scriptures are rich with 
home metaphors and imagery. John the Baptist 
prophesies about the One who is to come, but 
reminds us that we are still wandering far from God’s 
promised day; his message hits close to home, 
especially for those experiencing inequity and 

oppression. After receiving the angel’s news, Mary retreats to Elizabeth’s home, seeking refuge and 
safety. Christ is born in the midst of a journey home, in a crowded dwelling space amidst livestock 
and shepherds alike. The Magi travel far from home to pay homage to Christ, and, having been 
warned in a dream, they avoid Herod by traveling home another way. In these scriptures, home is 
both physical and metaphorical, something we seek and something we are called to build. 
Ultimately, God is our home and resting place. God draws near and makes a home on earth—sacred 
ground is all around us. 

Close to Home also names the pain many of us will carry into this season. The holidays can poke at 
our grief. Many will be missing loved ones lost to sickness and tragedy. The traumas of the pandemic 
will still be with us. Many will have lost homes—due to natural disasters, economic hardship, and 
unjust policies. Many do not feel safe in their own homes due to poor living conditions or harmful 
family dynamics. Many feel alone and isolated at home.  

Our Advent journey takes us through the following themes, featuring a variety of voices and paired 
with beautiful music—beloved traditions and some surprises—carefully chosen by our Music 
Director John Kendall Bailey: 

• First Sunday of Advent (Hope), November 28 .................... Homesick 
• Second Sunday of Advent (Peace), December 5 ................. Laying the Foundation 
• Third Sunday of Advent (Joy), December 12 ...................... A Home for All 
• Fourth Sunday of Advent (Love), December 19.................. Seeking Sanctuary 
• Longest Night Service, December 21 
• Christmas Eve .................................................................... Invited Home 
• First Sunday after Christmas, December 26 ....................... Chosen Home 
• Epiphany, January 2 ........................................................... Home by Another Way 

This Advent, may we be comforted by the One who dwells intimately with us. May we expand safety 
and sanctuary for everyone wandering far from home. May we come home—wherever home is 
found—to live fully with joy, hope, and courage. 
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Thanksgiving Offering 
Each year our Thanksgiving offering is a chance for us to 
express our gratitude for the blessings we have received 
throughout the year by making a special gift to people 
who are less fortunate. This year, the Outreach 
Commission has designated our Thanksgiving offering to 
be shared equally between the Alameda County 
Community Food Bank and the Food Bank of Contra 
Costa and Solano, two of the key providers of food assistance in our region. 
 
Please join us in thanking God for the many blessings we have received by making 
a Thanksgiving offering to help our neighbors who are food insecure. Please write 
“Thanksgiving Offering” on your check made out to DCC and place it in the offering basket, 
using a Thanksgiving Offering envelope from the pew rack if you wish. To make your offering 
online, go to the DCC Donations page and select Outreach Donations / Thanksgiving Offering. 

 

 

  

 

  

This Saturday, December 4, 2:00–5:00pm 

All Church Family Christmas Party 
You’re invited to an in-person All Church Family Christmas Party 
on Saturday, December 4 from 2:00–5:00pm. Join us for music, 
crafts, and some holiday fun for all ages! If you would like to 
help with the planning or if you have any questions, please 
contact Karen Kawaguchi or Joyce Klassen. 

 

 

  

 

 

Next Sunday, December 5 at 5:00pm 

Thank You Celebration for Steve Paroli 
As some of you know, long-time DCC member Steve Paroli has taken 
a new job and he and Mark are in the process of selling their home 
and moving from Danville. On Sunday, December 5 from 5:00–
7:00pm, we will gather to share a meal and honor and express 
gratitude for Steve’s decades of service to the youth of DCC. 
 
If you would like to be a part of a video tribute to Steve, please text 
your 45-second (max) video (or send a google file link) to Pastor 
Todd by December 1. And please forward this email to graduated family members who 
might want to participate. 
 
Reminder: The meal (pizza—what else?!) will be provided but donations in Steve’s honor will 
be accepted toward the youth group program. Everyone is asked to wear a mask while 
indoors. 

 

 

  

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRkN-M-l7GIQ7oVVdsRSFvb7HO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouRolJlJnxQn1iUMgbac3cS4=
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Advent Flower Donations 
The church year is about to begin and to celebrate the 
season, the Worship Commission extends the opportunity 
for you to honor or commemorate the memory of 
someone by donating Advent flowers to fill our sanctuary 
this Advent. 
 
To make a donation, fill out the form in your bulletin this 
week or fill out this form online and print. Take the 
completed form along with your check or money and do 
one of the following: 
• Give it directly to Karol Mead, Kim Michaud, or Randy Jang. 
• Place it in the offering plate. 
• Drop it by or mail it to the church office. 
 
You can also make your designation and make your donation using our web site. 
 
An email will be sent to you to verify that we received your donation. If you don’t receive an 
email within the week, contact Janis Jang (janchewjan@yahoo.com). Please note on your 
check that it is for “Advent Flowers.” Thank you! 
 

To date, poinsettias have been donated by the following: 
 

 

Donor(s) In Memory/Honor of 

Sereen & Tahir Mahmood ........................ our Parents  

 

 

  

 

Advent Flower Committee Help 
On Sundays, if you happen to see the Advent Flower Committee 
members transferring poinsettias from the sanctuary to sunnier 
windows, please feel free to join us! Your help is always welcomed. 
 
If you happen to be at church on any Friday afternoon, you are 
invited to help us clean, water, and bring the poinsettias back into the 
sanctuary for Sunday Worship. Come and join the fun! 
 
Thank you in advance, 
Karol Mead, Kim & Dave Michaud, and Randy & Janis Jang 

 

 

  

   

https://danvillechurch.org/adventflowers
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRkN-M-l7GIQ7oVVdsRSFvb7HO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouRolJlJnxQn1iUMgbac3cS4=
mailto:janchewjan@yahoo.com
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Community Guidelines for In-Person Worship 
 

The Reopening Team and Church Council have prepared these guidelines to help us 
gather safely. If you have any questions, reach out to our moderator Amy Furber-
Dobson. 
 

1. Masks must be properly worn (covering your mouth and nose) at all times 
regardless of your vaccination status unless eating or drinking on the patio after 
church. 

2. Please avoid physical contact such as hugging or handshakes for now. 
3. Please do not congregate in the Narthex. Think of the Narthex as a hallway. 
4. The Passing of the Peace will be a continuation of waves and smiles from your 

seat. 
5. The congregation will be seated every other pew to allow for distancing. 
6. Doors to the outside will be open during the service. 
7. There will be Time with Children. Children have the option of coming forward. 
8. Singing will be in a modified form. 
9. On Communion Sundays, Communion will be pre-packaged. Please drop your 

communion packaging in the trash bin by the exit following the service. 
10. There will be a basket at each door for offerings as well as a digital option in the 

bulletin. 
11. At the end of the service, please wait for an usher to dismiss your row and walk 

to the patio for coffee hour. Dismissal will be from the back to the front. 
12. Bathrooms will be open in the Narthex and near the office/choir room. 

 
* Please note, if there is a positive COVID-19 case within our community, and the 
person(s) attended worship during the window of time they were positive, we will 
manage it on a case-by-case basis. 

  

mailto:amyafurber@yahoo.co
mailto:amyafurber@yahoo.co
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Ministers—The Entire Congregation 
 

Church Staff 
The Rev. Eric Sherlock, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Todd Atkins-Whitley, Associate Pastor 
John Kendall Bailey, Music Director 

Elizabeth Setlak-von Thury, Office Manager 
Anne-Marie Vanniasinkam, Communications Specialist 

Hugh Klassen, Youth Intern 
 
 

The DCC Prayer Team prays daily for those in need of prayers.   
If you would like to submit a prayer request for yourself or someone else,  

contact a pastor or send an email to prayers@danvillechurch.org.   
All requests are kept confidential unless specified otherwise. 

 
 

Sonna Dhamrait, Dayspring Preschool Director 
www.dayspringpreschool.org  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Danville Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 
989 San Ramon Valley Blvd., Danville, CA  94526-4020 

Phone: (925) 837-6944 
www.danvillechurch.org 

 

  

 

mailto:prayers@danvillechurch.org?subject=Prayer%20Request
https://www.dayspringpreschool.org/
http://www.danvillechurch.org/

