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A Word from Pastor Eric 

 

Dear friends, 

This week I was reminded that my official start date at DCC was August 10, 2015. 
After reading this, I thought to myself, “Wow...it’s been six (!!) odd and 
wondrous years with this congregation.” We have experienced quite a bit 
together in these six years. 

According to my call agreement (the church document that outlines my role as 
your pastor and the covenant we share), I am granted a sabbatical after five 
years of continuous employment at DCC. I will be taking my sabbatical beginning 
November 22, 2021 through February 28, 2022. My first Sunday back in worship 
will be March 6, 2022. Some of you may not be familiar with the concept of a 
sabbatical, and so I thought it would be appropriate to provide some context as 
to why sabbaticals for pastors are essential for continued faithful and fruitful 
ministry. 

In the United Church of Christ, sabbaticals are designed to allow pastors an 
extended period to regain the sacred rhythm of rest by being fully away from 
their role as pastor in the local church setting. I once heard a therapist say, “You 
have the hardest job.” She then followed her statement by saying, “Please don't 
hear that as a reflection on you.”  

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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She’s right. Being a pastor is hard work, and I am not saying that 
because you are a particularly difficult congregation. In fact, you 
are the opposite. You are a generous, welcoming church, and I 
love being your pastor. Still, even when you are pastoring a 
congregation you love and that works well together, pastoring is 
the hardest job.  
Being a pastor is the hardest job for three reasons. First, pastors 
have the most emotionally taxing job. Second, pastors must hold 
different boundaries with the people they serve; boundaries that 
are completely different from those of anyone else in the helping 
field. Finally, pastors are on call 24/7, 365 days a year. It's just 
how being a pastor works. 

In reflecting on this third point, the last time I had an 
uninterrupted stretch of days without any contact with 
anyone from church, was my honeymoon in July of 2018. 
That's just how being a pastor works. The work of being a 
pastor is unlike any other work. This "odd and wondrous 
calling" is such a gift. And it's a weighty one. 
Recently, I discovered a write-up that describes the work 
of pastoring that resonated with me written by UCC 
Pastor, Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser. Below is a portion of 
that write-up.  

Pastors are often the first one to hold your 
newborn babies and the last ones to hold your 
hands before you slip away into the everlasting 
arms of God. We answer your phone calls and 
texts and private messages at all hours of the 
day, while on vacation, and over the holidays. 
Pastors are the first responders who never get 
labeled as such.  
With tender hearts we listen to you talk about 
your anxiety and anger, your addictions, and 
your affairs. We cry with your kids. We remind 
you that you are forgiven even when you cannot 
forgive yourself. We are the person you talk to 
when you don't know where else to turn. 
Sometimes you talk with us regularly and other 
times you only talk with us when there is an 
emergency—that's part of the job.  
We make house calls. We visit you in the 
hospital. We support you when life is just too 
difficult; unbearable even. We figure out who to 
call when you don't know who to call. We show 
up with grace and cups of coffee and sometimes 
those things are exactly the same. We hold your 
broken hearts in our hands and try to patch 
them up with the love of God.   
It's not all broken hearts, though. Sometimes 
pastors get to witness your joy. Sometimes 
pastors witness your rage. Sometimes it gets 
wrongly projected at us, especially when there 
are things you cannot control or do not 
understand. In those moments, we have to learn 
to differentiate and heal our own brokenness, 
too.  
We also do patch jobs on poverty when 
desperate folks call the office. We fill gas tanks 
and buy diapers, pay rent and prescription costs. 
And we do so discreetly. Washing feet requires 
no fanfare.  
We do all these things in between crafting 
liturgy, writing sermons, and preaching the 

good news. We answer 10 billion emails a day, 
even when they are non-urgent. We laugh with 
your children, we meet with church staff, 
officers, and lay leaders weekly, and we sip 
coffee with you after worship. We try to think 
theologically and frame current events in terms 
of our collective faith, while experiencing these 
events in real time. 
If I am being candid, my generation of pastors 
does this with a fraction of the resources our 
predecessors had. Denominations are becoming 
archaic, and we are required to be adaptive and 
create systems of support that were standard 
issue not so long ago. In between preaching and 
pastoring, we do the ministry of administration.  
We brainstorm and troubleshoot. If we're lucky 
to serve a church that's big enough to have a 
staff, we manage a staff, and sometimes that 
lucky thing is hard, really hard. We run the 
numbers, choose the resources, and train 
volunteers. And then pastors show up to remind 
everyone that God loves us, no matter what we 
have done or left undone. 

Church, this is the work of pastoring. It is an odd and 
wondrous calling. With each passing day of pastoring, I 
find myself grateful. I also find myself in need of 
regaining a sacred rhythm of rest. 
In this upcoming sabbatical time, you will be in good, 
capable hands. Our Associate Pastor, Rev. Todd Atkins-
Whitley, will serve as Interim Head-of-Staff. A part-time 
Communications Specialist has been hired to help in the 
office with church communications, including the Sunday 
bulletin and weekly e-news. We also hired two youth 
ministry interns to support and lead our youth programs. 
We have a rotation of guest preachers to provide support 
in preaching and worship leadership alongside Pastor 
Todd. Our office is a well-oiled machine with Liz at the 
helm as Office Manager. And last, but certainly not least, 
our Church Officers, Commissioners, and Deacons are a 
gifted group of leaders ready to serve the needs of the 
congregation. 
Friends, I know this period of regaining sacred rest is a 
privilege. I am grateful for this opportunity. During this 
time, I will pray for you, knowing that God will be guiding 
you and walking alongside you as you continue the work 
of ministry. Please join me in that spirit of prayer. 

 
Grace and Peace, Eric
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Update from Pastor Todd 
The legacy of the Youth Group here at DCC is that it serves as a place 
above all where our youth know they belong. No ifs, ands, or buts. And 
so the Fall program for Youth Group is rooted in this idea of 
belongingness: 
 
● What does it mean to belong? 
● To whom do we belong? 
● What is our responsibility to each other? 
● How do we extend this sense of belongingness to others? 
  

Over fall and early winter, we will engage in this theme 
through conversation, play, a variety of activities, and of 
course a shared meal each week. Our goal is to 
strengthen our ties to each other and ensure we are 
creating a space that our young people not only want to 
belong to but one that fosters the identity of the youth 
group as a place of not just extravagant welcome but 
genuine belongingness. 
 
Our Whole Lives Lifespan Sexuality Education (OWL) has 
begun for grades 7–10 and will continue through the 
end of March 2022. Fellow PSR alum Lauren Jewett has 
returned as co-facilitator. What an exciting opportunity 
to engage in such positive ways and be a part of a faith 
community that values such life-giving education as a component of one’s whole self and spirituality. 

 
The Youth Group Halloween Party will be held on Friday, October 29 and our 
Christmas party on December 12. We are hoping to be able to engage in a 
service opportunity before Thanksgiving. 
 
We are super-grateful to new DCC member Chris Taddeo who put together a 
rope-bridge activity for our youth to practice self-reliance and team-building. 
Following worship on November 7, the youth group will be travelling to Sonoma 
to participate in an afternoon ropes course taught by the folx at Challenge 
Sonoma. Cost is $35 per youth.  
 

For our kiddos, we will be having a Halloween Costume Party & 
Trunk or Treat on Saturday, October 24 from 2:00–4:00pm. And 
following worship on November 21, we will help the church 
prepare for Advent and make sock puppet friends for Marty to 
get to know! We are still in conversation about a kids’ 
contribution to Advent through the Christmas Pageant so stay 
tuned! 
 
Hugh, the commissioners, and I continue to be grateful for the 
support of DCC as we companion our kids, young people and 
their families.  

Pastor T 
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DCC News & Notables 
Backpacks and  
School Supplies Delivered 

by Doug Leich 
Outreach Co-Commissioner 

Our Outreach highlight for July was our summer 
backpack and school supplies drive. We offered 
three options for providing new backpacks stuffed 
with school supplies for children of homeless, 
formerly-homeless and at-risk families now living in 
Hope Solutions (formerly Contra Costa Interfaith 
Housing) and Shelter, Inc. housing, as well children 
in Eden UCC’s Cherryland neighborhood, to help 
them get a good start in school this year.   
   Hope Solutions reached its goal of 400 complete 
backpack kits, including a selection of school 
supplies! Thank you to everyone who helped reach 
this goal by choosing this online purchase option. 
We know there were at least five DCC people who 
contributed a total of ten backpacks, but we 
suspect that there were more DCC people among 
the anonymous donors listed on the Hope 
Solutions 2021 Backpack Drive web page. So thanks 
also to the anonymous ones. 
   Thank you to the 17 members of the DCC 
community who “adopted” all 16 students given to 
us by Shelter, Inc. and contributed two additional 
filled backpacks for other students! Completed 
backpacks were delivered to Shelter, Inc. in 
Concord for their case managers to deliver to the 
students. 
   And finally, we supported Eden UCC’s drive for 
350 backpacks (empty) and separate donations of 
school supplies so the students in their 
Cherryland/Hayward neighborhood could choose a 
backpack and then fill it with school supplies at 
Eden’s Backpack Giveaway on Wednesday, August 
11. Thank you to the five DCC folks who  

contributed 459 items, from pens and pencils to 
backpacks. 
   The backpacks for Shelter Inc. students and the 
donated items for Eden Church’s backpack  
giveaway were photographed in our sanctuary and 
blessed during our August 1st Sunday worship. 
 
Tenants Returning to DCC 

by Penny Atkin 
TRC Committee  

The Tenant Relations 
Committee has been 
working this summer to 
welcome our tenants 
back to DCC.  In 

addition to Liz’s fine planning, the group has been 
meeting personally with tenants to describe our 
guidelines for re-opening and use of all our rooms.    

Already, four of our recovery groups are 
beginning to meet, and the senior day program, 
Valley Oak, is back serving families.  Diablo Valley 
Quilters is using our space for its annual fabric sale 
and exhibition.  Waiting to be contracted, with 
modifications and updates to space usage, is God’s 
Way Church.  Finally, PFLAG is discussing its use 
plans.  

The next phase of planning building usage 
will be the scheduling of special events.  After 
approval by Church Council there was an organ 
donation/tribute event for Tyrell Wilson on 
Saturday, October 9.  The Witness our Welcome or 
WOW service was set for Sunday, October 17, but 
was postponed. There will also be a fundraiser for 
our Sister Parish Community on October 30. In 
addition the committee voted to resume taking 
recital reservations in October for recitals in 
November and December.  

 

  
From the Moderator 
As you may (or may not) know, Pastor Eric will be taking a sabbatical November 22, 2021–February 28, 
2022. Pastor Eric postponed his sabbatical which was due last year because of the pandemic and has 
graciously waited until we got through much of the challenges of the last 20 months and had established a 
successful hybrid service. During his three months away we will be led by Pastor Todd who will step into 
Lead Minister and Head of Staff roles. In addition to Pastor Todd, we will have a variety of guest preachers 
throughout Advent, Epiphany, and Black History / Black Futures month. We will also have an office 
assistant who will work 10 hours a week supporting the communications needs of the church, including 
the e-News, bulletin, newsletters, and website. Join me in praying for Pastor Eric as he takes time for a 
well-deserved renewal, rest, and recharging.  

Amy Furber-Dobson 

 

https://donate.sydneypaige.org/hope2021
https://donate.sydneypaige.org/hope2021
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Faith in Action at DCC 
Realizing Local Biblical Justice Together     

by Janis Jang  

Questions, questions, and more questions. That’s what I had when I first heard of Project Peace East Bay. 
 

What is Project Peace East Bay (PPEB)?  
PPEB is an organization that offers communities of faith a chance to volunteer locally 
with other communities of faith. Here’s a formal description: Project Peace has 
reimagined the Day of Service to include remote and in-person experiences, where we 
meet the actionable needs of our community partners and provide spiritual resources to 
support you. 

 

What’s different about volunteering with Project Peace East Bay?  
They made it easy to volunteer in many ways. 

● An interfaith experience that draws participants from neighboring 
churches 

● Different sites for you to choose from in Alameda and Contra Costa 
counties 

● Sign up with a friend, family, or alone 
● Register and go on the day of service 
● Event happens four times a year 
● Service time is three hours  

 

If you can’t make it, there are various other volunteer opportunities listed on the website. 
 

Who from DCC participated? 
June 5th – The Fetherstonhaughs, Izzy Herbek, Zac Furber-Dobson, Pastor 
Todd, Nan Karns, and Kim Michaud went to Shepherd’s Gate in Livermore 
August 29th - Doug Leich, Nancy Dowell, and Janis Jang served at Meadow 
Homes Elementary School in Concord. 
 

What is it like? When we arrived at Meadow Homes 
Elementary School in Concord, Cliff, the Project Peace Site 
Coordinator, asked to check us off the registration 
list. Then we were invited to look over the dozen or more 
volunteer task sign-up sheets, one for each location at 
the school. I was looking for an indoor assignment, so I passed over the landscape 
maintenance and trash pick-up tasks and chose an assignment in the K-2 kindergarten room 
that required using a step ladder. Instructions told me I should take down some  posters, 
then staple a set of 29 Spanish-language alphabet-sound posters across the front wall of the 

room, above the white-board and bulletin boards. My second task was to mount on bulletin boards, with push 
pins, a set of class-member names that had been prepared by the students and teacher, with each name 
highlighted by a large, colorful block first letter that had been decorated by the student.  I was able to finish 
both tasks just before quitting time, and had fun doing it. 
 

Some of the jobs we skipped over were sharpening class sets of colored pencils, cleaning the 
Teacher Lounge, and picking garbage on the playgrounds. Nancy and I chose to sweep and mop 
a classroom. Armed with a campus map, we went to the classroom to get to work. We finished 
early so we went back and signed up for another project. This one required the same tasks with 
the addition of washing desk tops and chairs. Nancy taught me how to use one of those heavy 
mop and wringer buckets. She had prior experience from those days at Pascals. (We did clean 
other areas, too. As former teacher, Nancy and I noticed areas that often get overlooked.)  

 

What happens next? 
Volunteering doesn’t need to stop with a single event. PPEB sends a follow up email so anyone 
can find opportunities to do some readings, donate supplies, or perform on-site work on a 
regular basis. 
 

How do I sign up? 
Watch for information from the Outreach Commission for the next Day of Service.  
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We can sign up together. So, let’s do it! 

Put the Guns Down: Rousing Success 
by Joy Davis 

On Saturday, August 7, I attended “Put the Guns Down” at Nicholl 
Park in Richmond. What an amazing day! Non-stop entertainment 
with singing, dancing, cartoon characters, testimonies from parents 
who had lost their sons to gun violence, some preaching, raffle 
drawings for bikes and scooters, gift cards, and Money Ball cash 
prizes. The event was open to the public at no charge.  

Some other highlights: the biggest bounce castle I’ve ever 
seen, various games where children could win tickets that could be 
exchanged for prizes, lots of great food (I brought home wonderful 
BBQ chicken dinners for myself and my husband), a candy hunt, and 
tables full of giveaways from various organizations.  I was there with the Bay Association, giving away 
Afrocentric books, but we also had some snacks, art supplies, and assorted school supplies.  

Many thanks to all at DCC who supported this effort with donations of all the above plus cash. For next 
year, I’m hoping the Bay Association will agree to focus on art supplies. Those were very popular and I wished 
for more. We had a lot of construction paper, thanks to a generous donor, but people were also asking for 
other types of paper that we didn’t have. My vision is to make up reusable tote bags from African print fabric 

and fill them with art supplies and a pad of art paper, so that each child 
can take a bag suitable to their age.  

I was one of very few white people among the large crowd of 
mostly African American folks. Last year, just before the pandemic, I 
attended a birthday party with similar demographics. My friend asked 
me if I was uncomfortable there, because she is often uncomfortable 
being the only black woman in a white crowd. I was not uncomfortable, 
then, now, or in previous similar circumstances, and I gave it some 
thought along with some reading I was doing about racism. I realized that 
this is part of white privilege – always feeling that you belong, or at least 
that you are not unwanted and resented. I love that DCC is warm and 

welcoming to all and wish it was the same everywhere. 
 

Welcome Back to DCC! 
by Diane Stein, Emmaus Committee Chair 

After a long interruption (78 weeks) of in-person worship, we 
now have the exciting opportunity to worship again in our 
sanctuary if we wish. Of course, worship via 
Zoom is also available for those who prefer this 
option. How thankful we are to the technology 
folks, our pastors and the “re-opening” 
committee who have made this possible!  
 

We will be getting back to our full complement 
of Sunday tasks, but with modifications due to the pandemic. 
Revised instructions for these tasks have appeared in early 
September bulletins and “This Week at DCC” and are also in this 

issue of the “Good News.” Instructions will be reviewed regularly and additional revisions will be made as 
necessary to reflect our experience of how tasks are actually working. Team leaders will be notified in a timely 
fashion of any updates so they can keep you informed when you assist in a worship service. 
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Thank you to our Team Leaders – Sereen and Tahir Mahmood, Judi 
Weisgraber, Janis and Randy Jang, Kathie and Bruce Hixon, Carol Bassett, 
and Richard Stein. They continue to call their teams and fill the necessary 
spots to make worship run smoothly. The Emmaus Committee recognizes 
how fortunate we are to have so many people who love our church and 

our worship service and say “yes” so many times.  We appreciate all of you! 
 

Emmaus Committee members include Nancy Dowell, Nan Karns, Caryl Krotz, Anne Seiler, 
Diane Stein (Chair). 
 

Dayspring Preschool Update 
By Barb DeBarger, Dayspring Preschool Board Chair

We’re so excited for the new 21-22 school year! We have over 50 students learning and growing every day, 
and our wonderful staff has planned many great learning activities for this school year. Highlights include: 
 
• A student Olympics was held in August, to the delight of visiting parents and staff. 

Students participated in an obstacle course, relay races and balancing activities, 
followed by a medal ceremony and popsicle treats! This was one of the first 
opportunities many of the families had to come onto campus, after the long school 
year last year where only students and staff were allowed.  

• The staff was treated to a delicious welcome back luncheon, sponsored by our own 
DCC “Friends of Dayspring” group. Gourmet salads, desserts and drinks were 
supplied by multiple volunteers, and the staff felt grateful and thankful for such 
delicious food.  

• Back to School Nights for each class will be held in September, providing parents another opportunity to 
meet their child’s teacher and learn more about the classroom program. 

• Thanks to our fabulous director, Sonna Dhamrait, Dayspring staff has been accepted into the Quality 
Matters professional development program. This is a program designed to align classroom instruction to 
exemplars in quality preschool education and comes with a host of staff development opportunities. We 
look forward to supporting the staff in this new endeavor. 
 

We continue to need more students to enroll in Dayspring. As expected, the resurgence of COVID in our area 
has discouraged many families from enrolling. However, in over 18 months, there hasn’t been one student 
COVID case on campus. The staff is diligent in monitoring student health, masking for all, and employing 
additional sanitizing and cleaning protocols. If you know of a student who would benefit from a loving, safe 
environment, please have them contact the school for a tour!  
 
DCC also has a scholarship program for families who need financial assistance with preschool costs. Please 
refer them to Dayspring: (925) 389-2044 or the website at: https://www.dayspringpreschool.org/ 
  

https://www.dayspringpreschool.org/
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Dayspring Financial Update 
submitted by Kyra Kennedy 

When we voted 10 years ago to open Dayspring preschool as part of our strategy to fund our new building, as 
a congregation we all knew there were risks.  There would be times when Dayspring would struggle and times 
the church would struggle and we would have to figure out how to make that work.  Since it started 10 years 
ago, Dayspring has been quite successful and has the ability to make a substantial  contribution towards the 
church finances beyond the costs of the building.  However, even prior to the Covid epidemic, the DSPS Board 
began work needed to maintain the long-term viability of the school that resulted in the very difficult change 
in directors (twice) in combination with the crisis from Covid-19 that required closure for three months and 
licensing limits on class sizes that created operating over the last 18 months.  Currently, there is a widespread 
enrollment decline in preschool all across the United States and in our local area as well as a shortage of 
qualified teachers due to the COVID crisis.  Families have been nervous about enrolling students during the 
COVID crisis; particularly when there are community outbreaks. While Dayspring is experiencing low 
enrollment and is not currently unable to make the allocation to the church, school expenditures have been 
reviewed and streamlined to ensure the school is financially sound going forward.  As such, the Dayspring 
Board believes that DSPS is in a very good place with our new Director, Teachers, and participation in county 
and statewide early education initiatives and is back to being the welcoming, loving and exceptional Pre-
school we all envisioned.   
 

Over the next several months, we are optimistic that we will continue to increase the enrollment and resume 
payment of the contribution. Some of the key factors that are important to the schools success include: 
 

• Hiring an additional teacher to allow for enrollment of additional children – an additional teacher will 
need to be hired to allow for additional children in one of the classrooms. 

• The school is licensed for full pre-Covid enrollment 
• The additional enrollment of as few as 8 –10 children could be the difference to resuming contribution 

payments, depending on the level of program. 
• In addition, there are key changes in the offerings to help us meet the needs of the community: 

o The school has adopted more of a year-round operating model rather than week long closures 
to better meet the needs of working parents 

o We are now licensed to accept 2 year olds. We have begun advertising this, and will begin this 
program in November. There is a small demand in the community for childcare facilities that 
accept younger students, so we can capitalize on this market. 

o We are also licensed for children up to 1st grade entry which allows for Kindergarten 
instruction and gives DSPS greater flexibility to adapt to changes in early educational demand. 

o Active marketing in all of the local parent social media groups, including participating in the Iron 
Horse Preschool Fair for prospective families this month. 

o Continuing to rebuild the school's reputation in the community through the hiring and training 
of excellent educators.  The school’s acceptance in the Contra Costa County Quality Matters 
program contributes to these efforts. 

o Providing monetary incentives for preschool families who refer other families to enroll. 

Peripherally, once the COVID vaccines are approved and administered to younger children, the community 
outbreaks will lessen, and parents will feel more secure about sending their children to school.  As the 
enrollment for Dayspring recovers, the contributions to the church can quickly resume.  We hope and pray this 
issue is short-lived for all concerned.   
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Anti-Racism-Justice Ministries Merge 
by Barb DeBarger 

With formal approval of our Church Council, the Anti-Racism Team has merged 
with the former Justice Ministries Committee to become an official committee of 
the Council, renamed the Anti-Racism and Justice Ministries Committee. We will 
have representatives attending church council meetings and bringing the work of 
Anti-Racism to DCC in a more formal way this year. We are excited to have this 
regular opportunity to work with church council and are grateful for the support 
our group has within our church. 

Thanks to everyone who participated in our Anti-Racism Survey from July/August as well as our August Coffee 
Chat, where we asked DCC members what their interests were in continuing the work of learning to be anti-
racists. With nearly 30 surveys returned, and 11 coffee chat participants, the following highlights were noted: 

● The most popular topic of respondents was wanting to learn how to talk about racism with others 
● Members would like to attend specific workshops, community action events, discussions and training 

sessions about anti-racism topics 
● Members would like to continue the coffee chats and the book study group 
● People would like to see reminders, quick links, articles and quotes on a more frequent basis to keep 

the work at the forefront of their minds as we return to busy lives, school and work. 
● We have some continuing members and some new members of our team! 

In response to the survey and discussions, we are planning many activities to address the collective response: 
● We will continue our Coffee Chats on the first Sunday 

of each month from 11–12pm. At this point these 
events will continue to be a hybrid of in-person and 
zoom options for participants. Please look for specific 
announcements in church emails and Sunday bulletins. 

● We will begin a Learning Series of workshops on “How 
to talk about Racism” this fall, and have engaged a 
great facilitator, Dr. Lori Watson, who is the founder of 
Race Works. We will make an announcement on 
starting dates for this learning series in church emails 
and Sunday bulletins.  

● Back by popular demand, we will begin another Book 
Study this fall! After the success of our book study last 
year, we are excited to start a new one. The Anti-Racism Team will be diving into How to Be an Anti-
Racist by Ibram X. Kendi and we’d love to have you join us.  The Book Study Group will  meet via Zoom 
every two weeks on Tuesday evenings, 7-9pm, starting on Tuesday, October 5 and run through 
November. Please register so we know how many folks will participate, and can send you the Zoom 
details. Click here for the Book Study Reg link . If you’ll be buying the book, we encourage you to buy 
from a black-owned bookstore, such as Marcus Books in Oakland. You can buy in-person or online at 
http://marcusbooks.com/.  Another Black-owned bookstore with online purchasing is Ashay By the Bay 
in Vallejo. See their website:http://ashaybythebay.com/ 

● For your own personal Anti-Racism learning, did you know that clicking anywhere on the “Black Lives 
Matter” box on the church webpage, in the weekly email or Sunday bulletin leads you to our Anti-
Racism Resources webpage? There you can find upcoming trainings, events, recommendations for 
books and articles to read, and a host of other resources to help you with your personal learning about 
anti-racism. You can also just go to the church webpage and click on the “Get Involved” tab at the top 
of the page, and then click on “Anti-Racism Resources.” Try it today! https://danvillechurch.org/ 

We hope to engage even more of our DCC members and friends in our anti-racism work this season. Thank 
you to everyone who supports our work! If you are interested in being part of our planning team, please 
let us know. 

https://forms.gle/BafN8zir6jmvEFzg6
http://marcusbooks.com/
http://ashaybythebay.com/
https://danvillechurch.org/
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Balloons, Balloons, and More Balloons! 
  Youth Group balloon tally hit 500 during a Youth Group Family Event 

by Jennifer O’Neal, Youth Commissioner 

You read that correctly: 500 water balloons were filled, carefully held, and 
fiercely launched at our summer Youth Group wrap-up party on August 15th. 
Youth group families enjoyed fresh homemade pizza straight from Carol 
Gilliland’s own wood burning brick fire oven; hand built by, who else, Carol 
herself. The youth and their families had a great time with delicious food, 
awesome people, and lots and lots of candy.  
 
As summer comes to a close, I am happy to report that our youth are gearing up 

for a full fall schedule. This schedule will include a possible youth retreat, service days, and a Halloween 
costume contest. Our 7th – 10th graders will have the opportunity to participate in the Our Whole Lives (OWL.) 
program.  As  comprehensive lifespan sexuality education, OWL 
provides accurate, developmentally appropriate information 
about a range of topics including relationships, gender identity 
and expression, sexual orientation, sexual health and cultural 
influences on sexuality. My oldest child went through OWL many 
years ago and credits the program for deeply impacting her life 
and relationships.  
 
Our youth always appreciate any prayers our congregation can 
offer up on their behalf. Returning to school brings excitement 
and challenges. Please keep our youth and their teachers in your 
prayers. 
 

 

Children’s Ministry 
On October 2, our Children’s Ministry hosted our second Pet Blessing in conjunction with the Feast of  
St. Francis. 
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Emmaus Team Responsibilities 
In-Person Worship 

These instructions will be re-evaluated regularly. 

MASKS MANDATORY FOR EVERYONE. 

GREETERS (2)   

● Initially, either Joyce Klassen or Karen Kawaguchi will greet, along with one member of the assigned 
team. 

● Greeters stand outside the main doors to narthex, greet worshippers, hand out bulletins, give masks to 
those who do not have  them. 

● Write out a paper name tag for any visitors. (No sign-in book.) 
● On Communion Sundays, hand out packaged elements, wear gloves. 

CANDLE LIGHTER (1)    

Initially, one of the ushers will serve as candle lighter. 

USHERS (4) 

● Keep sanctuary doors open at all times. 
● Usher tasks are in addition to putting up and taking down flags and counting and recording 

attendance.  Open/close windows in sanctuary prior to/after service. 
● 2 ushers stand inside sanctuary at back, guide people to pews 
● At the end of service, dismiss people by pew starting at the back of the sanctuary. 
● One usher in back on side of Koinonia dismisses folks through Koinonia door; one usher in back of 

sanctuary closer to center aisle dismisses folks through sanctuary door. 
● 2 ushers seated at the back of the sanctuary during service, one usher serves as candle lighter, both 

pick up prayer cards, hold collection plates at doors to accept offerings, and express gratitude for 
giving. 

LITURGIST 

● One person or one family from the pulpit, or from the area in front of chancel in case of mobility 
issues. 

● May unmask the microphone. 

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS (3) 

● Outdoors, on patio, set up 6-8 red chairs (do not use green chairs); 
● 3 tables set-up: 1 for coffee plus tea, 1 for coffee only, 1 for water (may also serve lemonade after 

initial Sunday.) 
● Use ceramic mugs for hot beverages.  Sugar, sweetener in packets; cream poured by host. Hosts should 

be gloved.  Hosts at tables pour beverages. 
● No food served until future evaluation. 
● Gloves and masks are located in the closet in the Library. 

FLOWERS 

Team responsible; occasional sign-up for specific date (contact Nancy Dowell). 
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To Our DCC Friends 
Open Letters to Danville Congregational Church 

I am now in Ohio, settling into my apartment and learning my 
way around in the community. How can I ever thank you for your 
amazing love and support this summer, as I prepared to 
transition from the West Coast to my new home in the Midwest.  
I was overwhelmed daily by your kindness, and will never ever 
forget your outpouring of generosity and care.   
 
   I am happy to say that my car was safely delivered 24 hours 
after I arrived. My belongings were delivered a few days later and 
brought inside just minutes before a heavy downpour. We have more than enough rain here. How I wish I 
could send rain to California to quench the fires! 
 
   What a complete surprise on August 15 when Celebration Bells suddenly appeared on the Zoom screen 
playing The Lamb. OMG! And then God’s Train for the postlude. Extremely impressive! I was laughing and 
crying as I watched. That was monumental to organize and pull everyone together, including former ringers 
and people from out of town. Special kudos to Janis and Nancy, plus I know that it took every single one of you 
to pull it off. I hope you know how much that meant to me.  
 
The Godspeed service for Marilyn, Cheryl and me was really beautiful. Thank you for honoring us and sending 
us on our journeys with your heartfelt prayers and blessings. Thank you for being our church family and for 
sharing yourselves with us. We will not forget you.  

 - Mary-Marie Deauclaire 

 

 
“I’m moving” is a short, and seemingly simple, statement which 
holds a lot of complexity. Whether one is moving next door, to the 
next state or across the country, there are a lot of ‘to-do’ lists to 
organize. And no matter how organized you are, there are a lot of 
surprises and “gotchas”.  
 
I’m slowly unpacking boxes and settling into my new home in 
McCordsville, Indiana -- just NE of Indianapolis. I look out my 
southwest-facing windows and see a pond with a fountain that 

attracts shore birds from nearby Geist Reservoir. Although I’ve only been here for weeks, we’ve already had 
some serious rain storms with thunder and lightning.  
 
There is green grass all around the property. The smell of freshly mown grass conjures up memories of my 
childhood. My little dog Shelby loves the grass and our daily walks. There are no mountains where I am, and I 
do miss their majesty; however, the flatness of the Midwest opens space for skies and clouds, which often put 
on spectacular light shows.  
 
I have no regrets moving back to the Midwest – a counter move to the many Californians who are spreading 
out to nearby Western states. However, I do miss my many friends I left behind after 39 years in the Bay Area. 
Friendships are like gardens that need regular tending. The little song from my campfire girl days comes to 
mind: “Make new friends but keep the old. One is silver and the other’s gold.” I intend to nurture my 
friendships and trust that we will not lose touch with each other, despite the many miles between us. 

- Cheryl Pierson 
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Seven New Members Join DCC 
In addition to our three confirmands—Katie Beaver, 
Luci Beaver, and Paloma Jackson Kimball—four 
other people joined DCC on September 12—Chris 
and Stephanie Taddeo and Anne Bremer and 
Antonio Moran.  
 

Meet Stephanie Taddeo 
I moved to Danville over nine 
years ago.  Originally from 
Southern California, I’ve also lived 
in Monterey, CA, for two years 
and Philadelphia, PA for six.  I 
taught 7th grade World History in 
the Glendale Unified School 
District for many years and 
greatly enjoyed the subject matter as well as working with students in that age group.  My 

son, Maxwell, is getting married next weekend, so we will soon welcome his fiancé, Elizabeth, to our family, 
which also includes a lovable Chihuahua named Coco.  My husband, Chris, is also joining DCC today.  We will 
celebrate 19 years of marriage this November.  I enjoy walking, reading, and travel, which I hope to resume 
once COVID is not such a serious threat.  I look forward to many years of worship and fellowship at DCC. 
 

Meet Chris Taddeo 
I grew up near Pittsburgh, PA, and graduated from Indiana University of Pennsylvania.  I 
served in the U.S. Army for 23 years and retired in 2006 as a Lieutenant Colonel.  From 
2006 to 2016, I taught Junior ROTC at Overbrook High School in Philadelphia, PA, and at 
Mount Diablo High School in Concord, CA.  In 2018, I went back to school to earn a 
paralegal certificate and a BA in Legal Studies.  I’ve been married to Stephanie Shambaugh 
Taddeo for 19 wonderful years—we are joining DCC together.  We have one son, Maxwell, 
and a Chihuahua (daughter) named CoCo.  I enjoy walking, biking, reading, writing, and 
golf. 

 

Meet Anne Bremer & Anthony Moran 
After 8 years together, Anne and Antonio are excited to get married 
next summer! They are grateful to have fulfilling careers (Anne at an 
environmental nonprofit and Antonio as an electrical field engineer), a 
new home in Concord, and a furry family member (their dog, River) 
together. In looking for a church for themselves and their future 
family, they looked for a church that would accommodate their very 
different religious backgrounds - Antonio was raised Catholic, and 
Anne was not raised in any particular religion. They found that DCC's 
values aligned with their own and have felt so welcomed by the 
community, and are looking forward to officially joining the church. 
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Thoughts on Confirmation 
Our newest DCC members share some thoughts  
on their confirmation journey 

 
 
What has the last year been like for you? 
It's been a great time for self-reflection. It has been stressful, and lonely, and at times it's felt terrible. But 
overall I feel like I've grown as a person. It's been nice to spend lots of time with my family, the most family 
time we've had together, ever.  
 
How has the confirmation process changed your understanding of faith? 
I've learned that everyone has their own interpretation of what Christianity means to them. And 
intergenerational relationships are a great way to learn more. It's important to stay curious and open to 
understanding everyone's opinions. 
 
What is one favorite memory from confirmation class? 
I really liked the open-ended questions, like "Who is God to you?" I find that fascinating. And I really enjoyed 
the beach clean-up. 
 
What do you plan to hold onto from confirmation class as you move forward in faith? 
I'm not sure! I think twenty years from now, I'll remember the art that was shared, different visual 
interpretations of Jesus.   

– Paloma Jackson Kimball 

 

 
For the past eight months Paloma, my sister Luci and I have been meeting every other Sunday on Zoom for a 
Confirmation call. We have met with other teens and pastors from churches in Berkeley and San Mateo. 
Although it was sometimes difficult to work around a busy schedule and go to another of many Zoom calls, it 
was a unique experience. 
 
That experience was made easier by guidance from church mentors, our pastors, and pastors from the other 
two churches. I am grateful that I had this opportunity in this crazy year, and I am excited for the upcoming 
confirmation service!    

- Katie Beaver  
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We Pray for… 
At DCC we believe in the power of prayer and in a 
God who hears us. The prayers below have been 
collected from our prayer time each Sunday and 
made available to the church office going back 
through July 2021. They have been updated as we 
receive additional information.  
 

Prayers of Healing for... 
● Our children who are facing difficult changes in 

their lives. Give them strength and surround them 
with love. 

● For my friend Kathie—that she will recover from 
this latest stroke. (Anonymous) 

● For my friend Lesa who fractured two ankles, had two gallstones and has had four operations to cure all. 
Learning to walk will be hard and she has been in a lot of pain. (From Barbara Carrillo) 

● Connie Wadsworth, who is suffering from vertigo at Creekview Assisted Living. Because of dizziness, she 
takes her meals in her room. She would welcome a call and/or quick in-person visits. (From The Seilers) 

● Our granddaughter Pearl, 5 months old, will need surgery to repair the malrotation of her intestines. She 
also has a heart issue. Pearl's second cousin, Boomer, has just been diagnosed with Duchenne Muscular 
Dystrophy, which is fatal. His parents are devastated. (From Joy Davis) 

● Our sisters and brothers in Guatemala. Carrie has reported that "the COVID-19 surge hit San Antonio pretty 
hard in July, at least we assume it was COVID. People don't have access to tests."  

● Prayers of hope and comfort for all those enduring the devastation of fires, floods, earthquakes. Bring them 
peace as they rebuild and recover. (From Eileen Ackley) 

● Our Park City Family, who was returning home from vacation, only to be stopped in Salt Lake. The Parleys 
Canyon Fire threatened their neighborhood and several others in Park City. (From Bette Felton) 

● Karol Mead, recovering from foot surgery. 
● For two dear friends: my former yoga teacher, Eva who is now 98 years young. She was hospitalized with 

kidney issues. And Don, a guitarist and master chef who has been diagnosed with metastatic liver cancer for 
which there is no viable treatment. (From Cheryl Pierson) 

● Abbie in Texas who is losing her fight with Covid. (From Pastor Todd) 

● My mom, who has moved to a new board and care facility. Please pray for a comfortable and peaceful 
transition for her. (From Kristin Chambers) 

● Our nephew who is having mental health challenges. And for his loving family supporting him. (From Dave 
and Nancy Halseth) 

● My dear friend Virginia who faces surgery for cancer. (From Judy Schreib) 
● Judy Gestring, who fell and dislocated her shoulder. Pray for healing and recovery. (From Barb DeBarger) 
● Our dear friend Joanne Reynolds, who is on treatment for cancer that has metastasized to her bones. (From 

Diane Stein) 
● Emily’s grandpa, Poppie, who fell and broke his femur. Prayers for a successful recovery from surgery. (From 

the Luther Family) 

● The kids’ Uncle Awesome (aka Austin), father of three young children, who had a brain tumor removed. 
Recovery will be many months with permanent hearing loss in one ear. (From Dave and Nancy Halseth) 

● Our dear friend Carol, who started chemotherapy and radiation for brain cancer. Praying she can switch her 
insurance to get the surgery she desperately needs. (From Amy Furber-Dobson) 
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● Barbara and Scott Reed as Barbara recovers from a challenging surgical procedure. (From Kathie and Bruce 
Hixon) 

 

Prayers of Sympathy for… 
● Our friend Fernando who is at the end of his life. Please be with him and those that love him. (From the 

Furber-Dobsons) 
● The cousin of Sereen Mahmood, and his wife. They passed away from Covid this summer. 
● The death of Francisca Sarat, Diego's mother and Yoselin and Leslie's grandmother. “If you can light a candle 

and say a prayer for Francisca and her family, please do so.” (From Carrie Stengel - ED of Sister Parish) 
● Our friend, Jan, whose brother Mark passed away from cancer yesterday. May their family find peace. (From 

Barb DeBarger) 
 

Prayers for the World… 
● Pray for peace in the world and at home. Let’s let go of divisiveness, political and other, and help restore 

human compassion. 
● Prayers of safety for all those affected by Hurricane Ida. 
● Prayers for El Dorado County, especially Placerville, where members of Rev. Laura Barnes' congregation had 

to evacuate their church. May all be safe. 
● Prayers for and thanks to Janice Mirikitani, author, a co-founder of Glide Memorial Church, and wife of the 

Rev. Cecil Williams, who passed away this summer. Bless her spirit. (From Larry Berlin) 

● Prayers for Dolores Thomas as she gets used to living in her new home in San Luis Obispo with eight other 
women. She turns 103 this month. (From Wilson Jackson) 

● Prayers for Ricky Godfrey, wrongfully convicted and sentenced to life without parole as a teenager 30 years 
ago. God please help the legal powers see that he should be set free. (From Joy Davis) 

● Our fervent prayers that those in the world who haven’t received their COVID vaccine are able and willing 
to do so for their sakes and the sake of others. 

● Pancha asked for prayers for those living at risk of further landslides, including her and her children, her 
mother and father, and the rest of their family. She doesn't sleep every time it rains at night — I can't 
imagine, since it rains every day in the rainy season.  

 

Prayers of Thanks and Gratitude for... 
● Prayers of thanks for our DCC team bringing us a hybrid Sunday service! (From Kristin Chambers) 

● A prayer of deep thanksgiving for wonderful news. My sister Priscilla just received lab results from her colon 
surgery last week. Looks like they got all the cancer. Hallelujah! (From Mary Courtenay) 

● That our daughter's surgery was successful and continued prayers for her smooth recovery. (From Brett and 
Gail Clark) 

● So many new beginnings for friends and family. May hopes and dreams be fulfilled. (From Trish 
Moosbrugger) 

● Julie as she was released from the hospital after surgery. Earlier this year, she had chemo and radiation 
treatment. She is only 38 with two young boys. (From Brett and Gail Clark.) 

● A safe journey for our son Eric, who is across the country in Boston where he has started grad school. We 
are so excited for him but we will miss him! (From Kim Michaud) 

● For our first daughter, Kiko, who is now away at college. Pray that she finds the strength to deal with her 

fears in leaving our home, and pray that we can deal with our tears in letting her go. (From Barb DeBarger) 
● That I have safely reached my new home. The car arrived safely as well. And prayers of gratitude and 

heartfelt appreciation for the outpouring of loving support I have received from DCC members. You are truly 
my wonderful church family.  Blessings upon you in whatever way is meant for you alone.  (From Mary-
Marie Deauclaire) 
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Prayers of Thanks and Gratitude for... 
 

● For recent wedding anniversaries of DCC members Dave and Nancy Hill (60 years); Tom and Chris 
Sonnemann, and Jim and Bette Felton who both recently celebrated 53 years of marriage. 

● My mom's (Eleanor) 90th birthday. (From Syd and Leslie Dent) 

● Erica, Maria and Tomas’ daughter of Sister Parish, who got married right after the patron saint festival. She 
lives in San Antonio close to the gas station now. Please pray for her and her new family. 

● Thank you brothers and sisters of DCC for your solidarity and for each of your prayers for us. We are also in 
communion with God, praying for grace and blessings for the relationship between our communities. We 
pray that the peace of Christ reigns in each of our families and our community. God willing, we will see each 
other again sometime. May the peace of our Lord be with us all. (From Pedro and the San Antonio Sister 
Parish Community) 

 

Continued Prayers for... 
● Ken Boehmert 
● Mary Anne Prickett 
● Our Sister Parish friends in Guatemala 

 
If you have a request for prayer, please contact the pastoral staff, members of the Diaconate, or the church 
office. 
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 Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

September 
• 1 ........................................................... Ned Kovach 

• 3 ........................................... Joshua Shupe-Shelloe  

• 8 ......................................................... Noah Herbek 

• 14 ..................................................... Savanah Rulin  

• 18 ............................................. Jennifer Kawaguchi   

• 18 ..................................................... Nancy Halseth  

• 20 .......................................................... Craig Seiler 

• 21 ......................................................... Chris Rauen 

• 22 ....... Delores Thomas, Diane Stein, Angie Ruhlin 

• 27 ................................................ Karen Kawaguchi 

• 28 ........................................................ Nicole Noga 
 

 

October 
• 3 ................................................. Amber Courtright  

• 8 .............................................................. Janis Jang  

• 8 ....................................................... Carol Gilliland  

• 9 ............................................................ Chris Evans 

• 11 .............................................. Mary Kay McClure 

• 12 .......................................................Dave Halseth  

• 25 ...............................Benjamin Beaver, Tim Seiler  

• 27 ....................................................... Kathie Hixon 

• 28 ........................................... Alex Shupe-Shellooe  

• 29 ....................................................... Megan Leich 

• 30 ........................................................ Bette Felton  

 

November  
• 3 ................................................. Patty Smith-Telfer 
• 6 .......................................... Miguel Atkins-Whitley  
• 7 ............................................................. Dee Brook 
• 9 ............................................................. Bob Hardy 
• 12 ......... Nan Karns, Barbara Olwin, Barb DeBarger  
• 14 ................................. Laura Beaver, Judy Schreib 
• 21 ................................................... Wilson Jackson 
• 23 ............................................................ Nancy Hill 
• 28 .................................................. Claire Northway 
• 29 .................................................. Karen Anderson 
 
Note: If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, please call the 
church office. 

 

Autumn Activities 
 
• Communion Sunday.......................... October 3 
• Pet Blessing ....................................... October 3 
• YG 5-7 ................................................ October 3 
• Diaconate ........................................ October 14 
• Ingathering ...................................... October 17 
• OWL ................................................ October 17 
• YG 5-7 .............................................. October 17 
• Kids’ Halloween Party ..................... October 23 
• YG 5-7 .............................................. October 24 
• Church Council ................................ October 26 
• YG Halloween Party ........................ October 29 
• All Saints Sunday ............................ October 31 
• Pastor Todd’s PRC ........................ November 3 
• Bay Association Fall Meeting ....... November 6 
• OWL Session 2 .............................. November 6 
• Daylight Savings Time Ends .........  November 6 

Remember to “fall back!” 
• Communion Sunday ..................... November 7 
• YG Ropes Course .......................... November 7 
• Anti-Racism Seminar .................. November 10 
• Diaconate ................................... November 11 
• Sister Parish Sunday, 

Trans Day of Remembrance ....... November 14 
• YG 5-7 ......................................... November 14 
• OWL Retreat ......................... November 19–20 
• Trans Day of Remembrance 

Community Vigil ......................... November 20 
• Ingathering  ................................ November 21 
• Greening the Sanctuary ............. November 21 
• Church Council ........................... November 23 
• First Sunday of Advent ............... November 28 
 
 
Preaching Schedule 
• September 29 .................................. Pastor Eric 
• October 3....................................... Pastor Todd 
• October 10 ...................................... Pastor Eric 
• October 17 .................................... Pastor Todd 
• October 24 ...................................... Pastor Eric 
• October 31 ................... Rev. Dr. Alan Kelchner 
• November 7 ..................................... Pastor Eric 
• November 14................................... Pastor Eric 
• November 21................................... Pastor Eric 
• November 28................................. Pastor Todd 
 

Did you know you can go back and watch or listen to our sermons, special music performances, and other 
special events on our website and our YouTube channel? Check it out!  
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989 San Ramon Valley Blvd 
Danville, CA 94526 

www.danvillechurch.org 
www.dayspringpreschool.org 

  

Danville Congregational Church 

is an Open and Affirming 

church, welcoming all of God’s 

people—of diverse race, gender, 

sexual orientation, family status, 

economic condition, and 

physical, mental and  

emotional ability. 
  

Telephone: (925) 837-6944 
Office Hours:  

Tuesday–Friday 9am–3pm 

Worship in person & via Zoom 
Sunday at 9:30 AM 

Everyone is welcome! 
 

Church Staff 
The Rev. Eric Sherlock, 
    Senior Pastor 
The Rev. Todd Atkins-Whitley, 
    Associate Pastor 
John Kendall Bailey, Music Director 
Hugh Klassen, Youth Intern 
 Liz Setlak-von Thury,  
    Office Manager  
Sonna Dhamrait, Preschool Director 
 
Church Officers 
Amy Furber-Dobson, Moderator 
Shii Stickler, Vice Moderator 
Christopher Callison, Treasurer 
Deborah Daily, Financial Secretary 
Heidi Bridgeman, Clerk 
 
Commissioners 
Open, Buildings and Grounds 
Jen Faught, Children’s Ministries 
Joyce Klassen and Karen Kawaguchi, 

Community Life Ministry 
Janis Jang and Doug Leich, Outreach 
Open, Stewardship 
Karol Mead, Worship 
Jennifer O’Neal, Youth Ministries 
 
Preschool Board 
Jim Conning, Barb DeBarger, Kyra 

Kennedy, John Klassen, Nicole Noga, 
Sonna Dhamrait, Director 

 
Rev. Eric’s  
Pastoral Relations Committee 
Carol Gilliland (chair), Bette Felton, Kim 

Michaud, Kristina Kelchner, Steve 
Paroli 

 
Rev. Todd’s  
Pastoral Relations Committee 
Mariah Callison, Barb DeBarger,  

Jenn O’Neal, Richard Stein 

http://www.danvillechurch.org/
http://www.dayspringpreschool.org/
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