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A Word from Pastor Eric 
 
Beloved friends, 
 
Nearly six months ago we were informed by county public health 
officials that we could no longer worship in-person in our rainbow 
hued sanctuary because of the pandemic. What has, at times, felt like 
an eternity of being unable to physically be together has been 
replaced by a season of virtual gathering and presence. Throughout 
this time, I have been affirmed in my belief that the church is not the 
building but the people.  
 
The people of God of Danville Congregational Church continue to 
gather to be the church during this moment in our collective human 
history.  
 
Our lay leaders are active in planning another year of programming 
and ministry, albeit virtually.  
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Our diaconate continues 
to provide a ministry of 
presence, prayers, and 
care to our 
congregation.  
 
Our financial giving 
remains steady.  
 
Our preschool, which is 
guided by a dedicated 
board of directors, is 
fully operational 
providing a safe space 
for children to learn.  
 
No longer able to gather to be the church 
physically, Sunday mornings are well-attended, 
with average attendance between 85–90 individual 
users logging in each week to join us on Zoom 
(that’s roughly 100–120 people, with many 
individual users being families)!  
 
When I look back to nearly six months ago, I cannot 
say with certainty that I imagined we would be 
here. And yet, here we are, alive and being the 
church. I am grateful to you and the ministry we 
share together. 
 
As we move into the fall season, we will continue 
to gather virtually for all worship, programming, 
and meetings. Every Sunday during the fall season, 
our time of worship will be guided by a series that 
we used several years ago—Be the Church. Inspired 
by the current moment and the work we have 
been doing together in these six months, we will 
ask the question, “How can we be the church when 
we can’t go to church”? 

 
Throughout this season, we will explore topics such 
as forgive often, care for the poor, reject racism, 
enjoy life, sharing earthly and spiritual resources, 
love God, protect the environment, embrace 
diversity, and fight for the powerless. While this 
series may be familiar to some in our congregation, 
this will be a season of wonder and discernment 
for us all as we navigate the road ahead as the 
church in the midst of a pandemic. We may still be 
in the liturgical season of Ordinary Time, but the 
season ahead will be anything but ordinary.  
 
On page 3, you will find a calendar of each week’s 
theme, paired with scripture. I encourage you to 
read the scripture before our gathering each week 
and ask yourself the question—“How is God calling 
me to be Christ’s disciple in this moment?” I look 
forward to worshipping with you this fall on Zoom. 
 
 

Be well, 
Pastor Eric 
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Fall 2020 Worship Series 
Be the Church 

How can we be the church when we can’t go to church? 
September 13 

Week 1 Theme: Forgive Often 
Scripture: Matthew 18:21-35 

Rev. Eric, preaching 
  

September 20 
Week 2 Theme: Share Earthly and Spiritual Resources 

Scripture: Matthew 20:1-16 
Rev. Eric, preaching 

  

September 27 
Week 3 Theme: Fight for the Powerless 

Scripture: Matthew 21:23-32 
Rev. Todd, preaching 

  

October 4 
Week 4 Theme: Love God 
Scripture Exodus 20:1-20 

Rev. Eric, preaching 
  

October 11 
Week 5 Theme: Embrace Diversity 

Scripture: Matthew 22:1-14 
Rev. Eric, preaching 

October 18 
Week 6 Theme: Care for the Poor 

Scripture: Matthew 22:15-22 
Rev. Eric, preaching 

  

October 25 
Week 7 Theme: Protect the Environment 

Scripture: Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
Rev. Todd, preaching 

  

November 1 
Week 8 Theme: Enjoy Life; All Saints’ Day Observed 

Scripture: Psalm 34:1-10;22; Matthew 5:1-12 
Rev. Todd, preaching 

  

November 8 
Week 9 Theme: Reject Racism 

Scripture: Amos 5:18-24; Matthew 25:1-13 
Rev. Eric, preaching 

  

November 15 
Week 10 Theme: Be the Church 

Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Rev. Eric, preaching 

  

 

An Update from Pastor Todd 
Dear Friends, 
I have been impressed and greatly encouraged by our congregation’s brave response to not only the pandemic 
but also to the epidemic of racism that grips our nation. And I am deeply grateful to be working alongside 
ministry leaders like Kim Michaud and Jenn O’Neal and our team of teachers and advisors. After two 
successful in-person, physically distant gatherings with the youth group and after input we received from 
parents, we are proposing a Fall program that allows us—pastors, ministers, and the team of folks who 
provide teaching, love, and care through Godly Play and other activities—to be more present to our children 
and young people. Our hope is that these efforts can help mitigate some of the grief and isolation our younger 
folx are experiencing, extend our support to parents, and increase opportunities for spiritual formation. Also, 
we are thinking through how we can help facilitate engaging our children and youth in service to others. And 
we will continue to engage in difficult conversations around race and gender with our young people by 
encouraging individual, group, and family study and prayer. Below is an outline of our plan for safe, physically 
distant gatherings over the next three months. Location and details will be provided later.   

Much love, Pastor T 
  

families of all configurations 
welcome! 

• Sept. 9 
• Oct. 14 
• Nov. 4 
Zoom link for all devotionals 

hosted by Pastor T 
  

9:30am–1030am: younger group 
1030–noon: Grades 4–5 only  
• Sept. 12  
• Oct. 17  
• Nov. 14  

 
• Sept. 11  
• Oct. 16 
• Nov. 13 
  

 
• Sept. 25: Family Movie Night  
• Oct. 30: Trunk or Treat 
• Nov. 20
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DCC News & Notables 
Light Shines with Pen Pal Project 

 By Abby Hasselbrink 
The Covid-19 pandemic has interrupted our social lives. For youth and elders alike, this 
time can be incredibly lonely as we comply with social distancing guidelines and reduce 
our outings. Last spring, I felt inspired to lead. I wanted to organize a project where I 
could apply my skills and interests and create change.  
With a passion for communication, I developed a Pen Pal Project for our DCC community, 
linking youth group members with older church members. I identified youth group 
members who wanted to participate and collected their contact information. With help 
from Chris Rauen, I received contact information and addresses of older DCC members. I 
paired up each interested youth group member with an older pen pal.  
My intent was not to pressure anyone to exchange letters a certain number of times. Rather, I wanted this to 
be a fun project where the youth would be inspired to make connections in this time of isolation. My hope is 
that this small project will spread joy among older members of our DCC community and bring some light amid 
these dark times. 
. 

Memorial Reception Team Update 
Earlier this year, DCC announced the formation of a Memorial Reception Committee to better support 
memorial service receptions and engage more DCC members. This committee will work with the deacons and 
pastor in memorial service and reception planning and delivery. It will encompass  all aspects of the reception 
including room arrangement, food (which is provided by the family), enlisting volunteers for set-up, serving, 
and clean-up.    
To learn more or request to serve on this committee, please contact Peggy Gierke at gpgierke@sbcglobal.net. 
 
Meet Our New Deacons 

Baptized as a baby in the Presbyterian Church in Rochester, NY, Judy Schreib and her husband 
Herb joined DCC in the mid-2000s. She immediately joined the prayer shawl knitting circle and 
remains an active member. Judy has chaired the “Christmas for Others” committee, was a member 
of the Circle Committee and “pew crew,” and is now on the Emmaus Team Committee.  
 
Growing up in the Midwest, Mary-Marie Deauclaire was the daughter of an Episcopal priest. Her 
first time at DCC was about 15 years ago, singing in the “Witness Our Welcome” choir. The love 
and energy she felt from the congregation remains with her. Mary-Marie has participated in 
Outreach/Worship commissions, the new Accompaniment team, and has been most involved in 
the Music Ministry, directing the handbell program since 2012. Last fall she had the life-changing 
experience of going to Guatemala with the Sister Parish delegation.  

 
Steve Bridgeman grew up in Denver, CO, in a family that only occasionally attended the local 
Methodist church.  That changed when he met Heidi. They were married in the Methodist church, 
but later migrated to the United Church of Christ when they moved to the foothills west of Denver. 
They joined Danville Congregational Church in 2007. Given his career as an accountant, most 
opportunities at DCC for Steve have fallen in the financial arena, serving as treasurer and on the 
Finance Committee. He was also part of the communications team during our “Share the Vision” 

campaign, and served as chair of the Financial Oversight Committee during the renovation of our church 
campus and the beginning of Dayspring Preschool operations. Most recently, he has assisted with Sunday 
service sound technician needs. 
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DCC Forms Anti-Racism Team 
by Fiona Klassen

While racism is a lived reality 
for people of color, the 
murder of George Floyd on 
May 25 in Minneapolis awoke 
many white communities 
across the U.S. to a simple 
truth. Racism is still 
foundational for our country 

and the institutions we rely on and work for. 
  Members of our church community have felt 
compelled to acknowledge and challenge racism in 
our communities. In response, an anti-racist team 
has formed at DCC to examine the role of racism in 
shaping our society and culture, and how we can 
promote a response that will expel it altogether.  
  This self-chosen team consists of DCC members 
Bill Armstrong, Laura Beaver, Kristin Chambers, 
Barbara DeBarger, Bette Felton, Doug Leich, Mary 
Kay McClure, Robin Taylor, Melissa Tumaneng, and 
Fiona Klassen. Recently the team created a mission 
statement that will serve as a guide moving 
forward. 
We, the DCC Anti-Racism Team, are congregation 
members committed to: 
• Understanding white supremacy and 

intersecting systems of oppression 
• Learning about what it takes to be anti-racist 
• Guiding, supporting, and inspiring members of 

the congregation to take part in anti-racism 
work 

  The objective of this team is to interrupt, disrupt, 
and dismantle racism in ourselves and across our 
broader community. We commit to individually 
and collectively follow a life-long journey of 
transformation. 
  We recognize that everyone is at different stages 
in their understanding of racism and some may be 
unsure about how to participate in this anti-racism 
work. Just know that we welcome all members of 
our congregation to take part in this work, no 
matter where you are in this journey, and are 
considering ways to invite you to join us in this 
effort. All it takes is the belief that racism needs to 
be challenged and dismantled.  
  During our first meeting in July, we agreed to 
meet bi-weekly and pledged to further our learning 
about racism and white supremacy, to be 
vulnerable with each other, and to learn from our 
mistakes. Some ideas under consideration include:  
• Discussions groups based upon materials 

involving racism 
• Workshops to learn about upcoming ballot 

issues, candidates and positions  
• Exhibiting anti-racist values when casting votes 
• Hosting educators on effective communication 

and how to challenge racism in different 
communities  

  If you have questions about our work or ideas you 
want to share with the team, please contact me at 
fiona.p.klassen@gmail.com. 

 

A Diversity of Voices 
Following our month-long observance of Black History | Black Futures Month in February and in response to 
the murders of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, George Floyd and many other Black people, the pastoral and 
worship teams understood the importance of diversifying the voices we hear each week during worship. 
  

In March, PSR Master of Divinity student Shannon Kearse-High preached a message of resilience from 
Ecclesiastes. (Regrettably, this service was not recorded.) In June, we listened to the voices and music of our 
Black siblings as Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III preached and NCNC Associate Conference Minister Rev. Davena Jones 
presided over Holy Communion. And Pride Sunday featured the powerful words of Sr. Minister Carmarion D. 
Anderson-Harvey and activist Tiq Milan. We believe we are a better church when we have the opportunity—
and make the time—to hear the voices of others whose experiences are often so different from our own. 
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Youth Group 
Book Chat 

Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and 
You, by Jason Alexander  
and Ibram X. Kendi 
 
The Youth Ministry sent a copy of 
this book to each of our youth in 
grades 6 through 12. Many of the 
young people have been meeting 

each week for 6 weeks to discuss their readings. 
 
Our book club means so much to me because to me 
it represents the fact that everyone is capable of 
learning, growing, and making a real difference in 
the world. I have learned so much from the book 
and our discussions! I hope our book club inspires 
more from our church community! 

Paloma Kimball-Jackson 
 
The book club has shown me things about myself 
and the world around me that I didn't know and 
probably wouldn't have learned otherwise. It has 
provided an opportunity for me to explore my own 
opinions and thoughts with the new information 
that the book provided. I hope everyone gets a 
chance to read this book. 
 

Piper Stickler 

Family Book 
Reading 

A Kids Book About Racism,  
by Jelani Memory 
 
The Children’s Ministry sent a 
copy of this book to all families 
with children. 
 

This book helped us to begin discussing the world 
from another person's experience. Hearing from a 
child and imagining how they might feel helps 
develop empathy, which I really appreciate. It's also 
a book we can revisit as my children get older. 

Jen Faught 
 
The book is super accessible, engaging due to its 
simplicity, and told from a real person who lives the 
experience—that’s powerful and relevant.  It’s just 
long enough to keep the kids interested.  We talked 
more about how subtle things that people say and 
do reveals underlying racism. Example: the 
graduate student who orders lobster for two, and 
the waitress replies, “That will be $40, you know?” 
before confirming the order. Subtle remarks are 
important to have young kids realize what can and 
will be hurtful, not just outward racism. 

Angie Ruhlin 
 

Click here for a list of Anti-Racism Resources. 
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Welcome New Members  
to DCC on September 13! 
 

From a small, liberal Presbyterian church on Long Island, which taught Mary Courtenay 
right from wrong, to fight for justice for those who can’t fight for themselves, to do 
unto others, to watch out for and protect children, and to appreciate music, Mary now 
finds herself at DCC, a congregation reminiscent of the safe haven of her youth. Mary 
worked as a public defender in NY City, and established a practice in Colorado Springs 
focused on child advocacy. Mary’s daughter Maisie and husband Ryan live close by and 
she cherishes her granddaughters Kaya, 7, and Zoe, 5. Mary describes DCC as the 
perfect complement to her life now—a place where everyone is welcome and 
everyone is treated equally, a place with inspiring sermons, times with children, and 
glorious music. 
 

 
Mary Taylor is the mother of two amazing children, a son and a daughter, and 
grandmother to four awesome human beings, 2 boys and 2 girls! She has a passion for 
supporting others in living their best lives, with experience as a certified life coach and 
many forms of outreach. Prior to retiring from her global business sales consulting 
business and relocating to Rossmoor in Walnut Creek, Mary had a successful 20-year 
sales management career at AT&T. She is from Phoenix, and a graduate of Louisiana 
State University, with graduate level studies in Organizational Development. Mary is an 
active volunteer and author of “Bridging to Joy,” a motivational book on how to 
achieve greater success and fulfillment. 
 
 
Joy Davis was born and raised in Hayward and was a member of Eden UCC until early 
this year. She attended UC Santa Cruz, but otherwise has always lived in the East Bay, 
currently in Castro Valley. Joy and Scott are looking forward to their 45th anniversary 
this year and have two grown children and two grandchildren. Joy retired from the 
Northern California Nevada Conference UCC this year, after 24 years. Previously she 
also taught school. Joy is happy to be a new member and has enjoyed meeting others 
in the congregation. 

 
 

 
The Stickler Family 
Jim and Shii (pronounced Shy) have been married for almost 25 years.  Jim is a 
professional pilot and Shii works in the natural foods industry. They have two active 
teenagers keeping them young at heart!  Jack is 18 and recently graduated high 
school. His love in life is musical theater which he plans to study in college. Piper is 16 
and looking forward to getting her driver’s license. In her spare time, she swims 
competitively and hangs out with friends (virtually these days).  All members of the 
family love being a part of DCC and particularly look forward to the extravagant 
welcome that Pastor Eric gives each week.  
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Born in Oakland, Marsha Mak had an active teenage life in social 
and student government activities. Later in grad school she learned 
that females who experienced challenging pursuits in their latency 
years (~8-11), then less so in their teens, can reappear in their late 
20s and early 30s as strong individuals. So, as a single mom, she 
moved her daughter, Rachel, at age 11 to live in Alaska for an 
academic year (1996-97). She always promised that she would 
return to live in a cabin built by her builder friends. In July 2020, 
Marsha achieved that goal right in the middle of the pandemic and 
the worst mosquito scourge in 25 years. Before retirement, Marsha 

worked at Venture School (SRVUSD independent school) as a school counselor and at Charlotte Wood School 
as a home economics teacher. She is still concerned with children’s health and food needs.

 
Help Us Update our Church Directory! 
A team of Emmaus Committee members and deacons has begun calling people in our church directory to get 
emergency contact information. Although infrequent, there have been instances when our pastors needed to 
reach a designated representative of a member of our church family, as in the case of a medical emergency, or 
when unable over a period of time to reach someone for a welfare check.  When these occasions do arise, it is 
imperative that we have an alternate contact available. 
 
Your assistance in getting our directory up to date is greatly appreciated. If you have questions, you can email 
Diane Stein at richarddiane@sbcglobal.net.  
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Getting to the Church…On-line 
By Chris Rauen 

 

Nearly six months ago, we profoundly changed the way we 
come together for Sunday service, no longer gathering in the 
sanctuary at Danville Congregational Church. To attend 
each Sunday, we now rely on a laptop or smartphone with 
internet connection and attend as an individual or with 
family members. We bring our own treats and beverages to 
second hour, meeting in breakout rooms online in place of 
Koinonia or Kairos Hall. 
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, we have 
been forced to find this new way to connect with 
each other for Sunday service, committee and 
youth group meetings, and more. It’s been an 
amazing transformation that began in early March. 
That’s when Gov. Gavin Newsome discouraged 
gatherings of 50 or more people. DCC immediately 
complied and quickly implemented a live stream 
service designed for churches. On Sunday, March 

15, our Senior 
Pastor Rev. Eric 
Sherlock, 
Associate 
Pastor Rev. 
Todd Atkins-
Whitley, Music 
Director John 
Kendall Bailey, 
and a group of 
five in the choir 
gathered for 
church service 
in our 

sanctuary while about 130 people attended online. 
When the shelter-in-place order came the 
following week, two things became clear:  1) even a 
small group couldn’t gather in the sanctuary; and 
2) we needed to improve upon the one-way, live 
stream to deliver an experience that felt more like 
a live Sunday service. 
Like businesses around the world, DCC embraced 
video conferencing, and the congregation came 
along. For those who needed assistance, our very 
own, techy savvy Amy Furber Dobson volunteered 
her training expertise. By Easter Sunday, we had 
more than 120 connections to our virtual Sunday 
service—representing nearly 200 people—and 
have expanded our church programs online for 

youth, families, and other members of our church 
community. 
What we have discovered in this difficult time is 
the incredible reach of a virtual church service and 
related personal engagements. In our Sunday 
service, we can showcase the beauty of our 
sanctuary with its wood panels, beamed ceiling, 
and stained-glass windows. With the gallery view, 
anyone can scroll through pages of photos to see 
the entire congregation. These include couples and 
people living alone to all kinds of family 
configurations: families with grandchildren from 
out of town; others with elementary, middle, and 
high-school age children; and those with toddlers.  
In addition, we have extended engagement to 
people in nursing or retirement homes; family and 
friends of church members who may live more 
than an hour’s drive away, in another state or don’t 
belong to a faith community; and others who just 
can’t attend a live church service. And with the 
ability to create breakout rooms, small groups can 
meet and enjoy the kinds of conversations that 
would occur after a typical Sunday service. 
Today, DCC is able to gather youth for play and 
prayer on Sunday evenings in a virtual setting. New 
church programs have included an all-church 
devotional, a family devotional, and a parent 
devotional led by a church member. There, families 
found relief online by sharing the challenges they 
faced balancing the demands of work, running a 
household, and the new responsibility of educating 
their children. 
DCC has also 
attracted new 
visitors, some of 
whom may have 
come from a 
church that hadn’t 
taken its Sunday 
service online. 
Many have 
attended every 
Sunday, and also 
participated in the 
weekday 
devotionals. 
Meanwhile, we’re learning as we go. As we all 
know, music is a sacred part of each Sunday 
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service. Our music director, John Kendall Bailey, is 
committed to the highest quality fidelity, but that 
just wasn’t possible with our previous audio setup. 
To get around that, we pre-record music on an 
iPhone and embed the music files into our video 
conferencing software. Now we display screens 
with announcements, the liturgy, scripture, and 
music to deliver a more authentic experience. 
As a Congregational church, we all play a vital role 
in church operations and activities. We now 
conduct our committee, church council, and 
diaconate meetings online. That included our 
annual meeting in June, where so many of us came 
together in a virtual setting to make decisions 

about our budget, financial commitments, and how 
we govern ourselves. 
The fact that a church of our size could take 
advantage of today’s technology is truly a blessing 
in this difficult time. One day, shelter-in-place will 
end, but not our virtual presence. “These new ways 
to connect have proven vital to our larger 
community,” said Pastor Eric. “While it’s true that 
technology can be a curse in its ability to distract, 
in trying times like these, I’ve learned something 
new. It can also be a blessing. “ 
To join our virtual Sunday service, look for the link 
in the This Week at Danville Congregational Church 
email or visit www.danvillechurch.org.

 
_____________________ 

 
Here’s what DCC members have to say about our online service: 
 
What a gift it is to worship again with our church family, 
a rare and unusual blessing from this tragic pandemic. 
Thank you Pastors Eric and Todd for leading us through 
this dark valley with hope, inspiration and priceless 
connection. 

 Nancy Hill 
 
My first reaction about Zoom worship is how proud I am 
to be part of DCC and its production of consistent and 
movingly produced services. Each element builds on the 
next. My Sunday mornings are really changed. I'm 
intrigued by how my experience will lead me through 
the day and into the week. I'm not preoccupied by 
errands I might run on the way home but have benefited 
from the service itself and each breakout gathering. 
These are so different from fellowship time where those 
kinds of conversations are difficult to have. Once the 
Zoom is over, I feel filled and calm.  

Mary Kay McClure 
 

I am grateful for the music we have been enjoying 
during our Zoom church services. John and his fiancé, 
Gabrielle, have chosen selections that fit with each 
week’s theme and performed these pieces 
beautifully. Those of us who are musicians certainly miss 
sharing music in church, but we are thankful to have 
John‘s and Gabrielle’s musical talents.  

Nancy Snyder 
 
I am so thankful that today’s technology allows us to 
have church service. It centers me to face the next week 
during this crazy time. I certainly miss being physically 
with our church family, but the Zoom technology allows 
us to see and hear many of our friends. I commend 
pastors Eric and Todd, and the music with John and 
Gabrielle, for their dedication to each Sunday service. I 
also like that different people, especially youth, are 
helping to lead worship.  

Connie Wadsworth 
 

Finance Committee Report 
By Tahir Mahmood, Finance Committee Chair 

Happy to report that the projections we made in the 2020-21 budget are holding up well. The final 
commitment numbers were in line with the projections made, and collections to date have  slightly outpaced 
the year-to-date budget. Building use rental income—budgeted at $35,000, a much lower number than 
previous years—is one area of concern.  
 
We are not likely to achieve this given the current status of large group, in person meetings. On the other 
hand, the outlook for Dayspring Preschool has improved as enrollment numbers are looking better. Final 
allocation to the church from Dayspring may turn out to exceed the budgeted allocation of $145,000. The 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan is also likely to be fully forgiven. While uncertainties remain, the 
finance committee is confident that we will achieve the objectives we set at the start of the fiscal year.  
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Compassion Camp at DCC 
By Kim Michaud, Children’s Ministries Commissioner 

Compassion Camp was so much fun! For five Wednesdays this summer, we met via Zoom to sing, share Bible 
stories, pray, color, connect, breathe and practice yoga together. We talked about showing compassion to 
others, to ourselves, and to the world. It was the perfect message for the time we are in and it was great to be 
together. Thanks to all who participated and a special shout out to Barb DeBarger and Amy Furber Dobson for 
their help. 
 
Stay tuned for more information about our plans for the fall! 
 
Back to School Prayer 
During worship on August 9, the congregation committed to supporting and praying for all of our students and 
educators and their families during this unique school year. Here is our back to school prayer: 
 

Creator, Mother-Father God, as I begin this unique school year please help me 
remember the following: 
 
When I am frustrated, please give me patience. 
When I feel joy, let me shout out the good news. 
When I feel lonely, please help me seek out connection. 
 
When I am confused, please give me guidance. 
When the internet goes down, please help me find chocolate. 
When I am stuck, please help me think outside the box. 
 
When I am all done with my work for the day, please help me rest my mind, body and 
spirit and help me do it all over again tomorrow. Amen. 

 

Summer Outreach 
By Laura Beaver and Doug Leich, Outreach Co-Commissioners 

Back-to-School Backpack Drive 
Thank you to everyone who participated in DCC’s back-to-school backpack drive. DCC people donated at least 
34 backpack kits, each kit including a selection of school supplies, to formerly homeless and at-risk children in 
Hope Solutions’ (formerly Contra Costa Interfaith Housing) programs, and also contributed three backpacks, 
four bags of school supplies and financial donations to Shelter Inc.’s back-to-school drive. Our backpack drive 
looked much different this year due to coronavirus transmission concerns. Most DCC people clearly favored 
the new Hope Solutions’ approach of offering on-line ordering of complete backpack kits. It worked well for 
Hope Solutions, which reports reaching 81% of their backpack-drive goal. We pray that all of the children in 
Hope Solutions’ and Shelter Inc.’s programs can go back to school safely and be ready to learn, at first 
remotely and later in person. 
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Youth Group Summer Clothing Drive 
By Luci Beaver 

On August 27 we went to the Hayward School 
District and met with a woman who is in 
charge of all the “newcomers” to the school 
district - this is the word they use for students 
who have been in the country for 2 years or 
less. Some of the newcomer students came 
with parents, others were unaccompanied. 
Some have a visa, some are 
undocumented.  Their school district is about 
the same size as the one we are in, SRVUSD, 
and they have about 1000 “newcomer” 
students and families they support. Our 
friends helped us, they drove their truck which 
we completely filled up! See the pictures! This 
past week 12 families/ people from our church 
donated all these things. We collected all the 
donations in our garage all week and then we 

loaded up the truck and took it to Hayward on Friday, August 28. These items will be added to the collection of 
clothing etc. that they offer to newcomer students and their families to help support them. Our contact gave 
us a great tour of her office and told us about her program. We hope we can do this donation once a year! 
Thank you to everyone for their support! 
 
Ingathering Sundays – Feeding the Hungry 
The Outreach Commission decided that the best way for us to continue our Ingathering tradition on the third 
Sunday of each month, when we would ask our children to bring canned and packaged food offerings forward 
to the front of the church, is to invite our worshippers to make a virtual food offering online. With so many out 
of work and otherwise impacted by the pandemic, the need for food assistance has dramatically increased, 
locally and globally.  
 
For Ingathering Sundays from April through June, our Ingathering offerings were designated for the Food 
Banks that serve Alameda and Contra Costa Counties. For July’s Ingathering, we asked you to help provide 
much-needed food relief for our sister community in San Antonio, Quiche, Guatemala. Thank you for helping 
us to come very close to our goal of $2,000 for this purpose.  
 
The August 16 Ingathering will help White Pony Express to rescue and deliver up to 15,000 pounds a day of 
mostly perishable excess food from supermarkets, farmer’s markets, and other commercial sources for same-
day delivery to shelters, food pantries and other non-profit organizations serving people with food insecurity. 
We have chosen Loaves and Fishes of Contra Costa as the recipient for our September 20 Ingathering. For the 
fall, we will return to inviting your Ingathering donations for the Food Banks. 
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We Pray for… 
At DCC we believe in the power of prayer and in 
a God who hears us. The prayers below have 
been collected from our prayer time each 
Sunday and made available to the church office 
going back through July 2020. They have been 
updated as we receive additional information.  
 
Prayers of Healing for... 
• Evacuees and all who are threatened by the 

Northern California fires.  
• For Tanner and Trevor, two brothers who are 

faced with so many challenges. Please bless 
them with comfort and healing. (From Misty) 

• Our daughter Hillarie and all teachers who are 
back in the classroom. May God keep them safe 
and protect them and the children from sickness. 
(From Vickie Lanini) 

• Kayden, 3, who completed his seventh surgery for 
cancer in January. Prayers of comfort for his 
mother and grandmother.(From Carol Gerich) 

• Latinx worshippers, who are suffering acutely 
from both Covid-19 and economic trauma.  

• Richard and Diane Stein’s grandson Jeffry, who has 
tested positive for COVID-19 but so far is without 
symptoms, and for our son Jeff and daughter-in-
law Kerie who have tested negative; and Richard's 
step-son John, daughter Wendy, and John's 
mother Deana who are all at home, but sick from 
COVID-19. Both families live close to each other in 
Burbank. 

• Amy Furber’s sister-in-law’s dear friend Brooke, 
recovering from a serious accident. 

• Ruth Bader Ginsburg to regain her heath.  
• Sister Parish facilitator Brian Tyler in Guatemala, 

who is returning to the US to start a new job and 
law school; and for his wife Ana Lucia Yoxon 
Garcia de Tyler, who is now on dialysis, and for 
their young daughter Luna. 

• Gilbert Olivera, friend of Jim O’Connor, who is 
undergoing chemotherapy for lymphoma of the 
brain. 

• People who wish to celebrate baptisms, 
marriages, and memorial services. May they find 
meaningful ways to deepen their relationship with 
God and church while celebrating in new ways. 
 

 

Prayers of Sympathy for… 
• My co-worker Raul who quickly lost his brother-in-

law to COVID-19. (From Melissa Tumaneng) 
• Heidi Bridgeman and her sister Julie Brown, as 

they scattered their parent’s ashes over their 
beloved Shin Pond in Patten, Maine on August 2. 
They also celebrated their 66 years of marriage as 
they also scattered ashes in the flowerbeds around 
Stedson United Methodist Church (also in Patten), 
where they were married at age 20 on September 
2, 1954. “Julie, brother Derek and I were loved 
beyond measure.” 

• Haddad family, who passed away after a car 
accident on July 11. They leave behind Shayda and 
Cameron, both recent Cal High graduates. 

• Six Danville families, all of whom have a student at 
SRV schools, who have lost a parent recently: the 
Gershman family, Hicks family, Sumner family, 
Carter family, Scherer family, and the Wayland/ 
Friedenbach family. 

• America’s son, Rep. John Lewis. 
• Kat, friend of Marsha Mak, whose husband died 

unexpectedly this summer. May she feel all the 
love of her friends and family during this sad time. 

• Sandy and Julie, cousins to Karol Mead, who lost 
both their brothers, Dale on May 25, and Dennis 
on July 9. Both were in their early 60s. Prayers of 
strength and solace for them. 

• Our President as he mourns the loss of his brother. 
• Karen, cousin to Mariah and Chris Callison. As she 

comes to the end, that she knows how much she 
means to so many people. 
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Prayers for the World… 
• As our election nears, all who wish to vote and 

be represented are able to and be counted. 
• For all at the USPS and particularly our 

wonderful mail carrier and neighbor Vincenzio. 
Prayers for our democracy. (From Joy Davis) 

• For all our school children in this difficult time. 

Prayers of Remembrance for… 
• Long-time DCC member Sylvia Martino, whose 

birthday was August 26. She was a dear friend to 
me and many others. May she rest in peace. 
(From Larry Berlin) 
.

 
Prayers of Joy for... 
• Little Anna, who was born 9 weeks early. She is 6 

months old now and doing great.(From Gail and 
Brett Clark) 

• 59 treasured years together! Prayers of 
gratitude from Dave and Nancy Hill, who 
celebrated with a family Zoom call on August 9. 

• John Kendall Bailey, for his leadership and 
beautiful music. 
 

• Trevor, the 24-year-old son of Mariah Callison’s 
dear friend. After 11 weeks in a neurological ICU 
and at least five surgeries, Trevor went outside 
for the first time. 

• 58 years of happy married life, on Dottie’s 
birthday in August. (From Bob Howell) 

 
 
 

 
 

Continued Prayers for... 
 
• Marylou Acorn 
• Ken Boehmert 
• Mary Anne Prickett 
• Barbara and Tom Olwin 
 
If you have a request for prayer, please contact the pastoral staff, members of the Diaconate, or the church 
office. 
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Coming Up 

• Communion Sunday .................... September 6 
• Family Devotional ........................ September 9 
• Diaconate Meeting  ................... September 10 
• YG Movie Night ......................... September 11 
• Children’s Ministry Play-Date .... September 12 
• Outreach Commission ............... September 13 
• Finance Committee ................... September 15 
• Men’s Lunch Series Begins ........ September 17  
• Ingathering Sunday ................... September 20 
• PFLAG ........................................ September 21 
• Church Council .......................... September 22 
• Family Fun Night ....................... September 25 
• World Communion Sunday .............. October 4 
• Diaconate Meeting ........................... October 8 
• Outreach Commission .................... October 11 
• Family Devotional ........................... October 14 
• YG Movie Night .............................. October 16 
• Children’s Ministry Play-Date ......... October 17 
• Ingathering Sunday ........................ October 18 
• Worship Commission ..................... October 18 
• PFLAG ............................................. October 19 
• Finance Committee ........................ October 20 
• Church Council ............................... October 27 
• Trunk or Treat ................................ October 30 
• Daylight Saving Time Ends ............ November 1 
• Communion Sunday ..................... November 1 
• All Saints’ Sunday ......................... November 1 
• Family Devotional ......................... November 4 
• Outreach Commission .................. November 8 
• Diaconate Meeting ..................... November 12 
• YG Movie Night .......................... November 13 
• Children’s Ministry Play-Date ..... November 14 
• Ingathering Sunday .................... November 15 
• PFLAG ......................................... November 16 
• Finance Committee .................... November 17 
• Family Fun Night ........................ November 20 
• Church Council ........................... November 24 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Preaching Schedule 
• September 6 ....................  ............. Pastor Todd 
• September 13 ..................  ............... Pastor Eric 
• September 20 ..................  ............... Pastor Eric 
• September 27 ..................  ............. Pastor Todd 
• October 6 ........................  ............... Pastor Eric 
• October 11 ......................  ............... Pastor Eric 
• October 18 ......................  ............... Pastor Eric 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
September 
1 ............................................................ Ned Kovach 
3 .......................................... Joshua Shupe-Shellooe 
8 ......................................................... Noah Herbek 
14 .................................................. Savannah Ruhlin 
16 ...................................... Bob and Bonnie Powers 
18 ..................... Jennifer Kawaguchi, Nancy Halseth 
20 ........................................................... Craig Seiler 
21 .......................................................... Chris Rauen 
22 .................................... Diane Stein, Angie Ruhlin 
27 ................................................. Karen Kawaguchi 
28 ......................................................... Nicole Noga 

 
October 
3 .................................................. Amber Courtright 
8 ....................................... Janis Jang, Carol Gilliland 
9 ............................................................ Chris Evans 
11 ............................................... Mary Kay McClure 
12 ....................................................... Dave Halseth  
25 ......................................... Ben Beaver, Tim Seiler 
27 ........................................................ Kathie Hixon 
28 ............................................ Alex Shupe-Shellooe 
29 ........................................................ Megan Leich 
30 ......................................................... Bette Felton 
 
November 
3 ............................................................. Polly Smith 
6 ........................................... Miguel Atkins-Whitley 
7 .............................................................. Dee Brook 
9 .............................................................. Bob Hardy 
12 ............. Bob Powers, Nan Karns, Barbara Olwin,  

Barb DeBarger 
14 .................................. Laura Beaver, Judy Schreib 
18 ..................................................... Marylou Acorn 
21 .................................................... Wilson Jackson 
23 ............................................................. Nancy Hill 
28 ................................................... Claire Northway 
29 ................................................... Karen Anderson  
 

•  



Fall 2020 
page 16 

 

v 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

989 San Ramon Valley Blvd 
Danville, CA 94526 

www.danvillechurch.org 
www.dayspringpreschool.org 

  

Danville Congregational Church 
is an Open and Affirming church, 
welcoming all of God’s people—of 

diverse race, gender, sexual 
orientation, family status, 

economic condition, and physical, 
mental and  

emotional ability. 
  

Telephone: (925) 837-6944 
Office Hours:  

Tuesday–Friday 9am–3pm 
Worship Sunday on Zoom  

at 9:30 AM 
Everyone is welcome! 

 
Church Staff 
The Rev. Eric Sherlock, 
    Senior Pastor 
The Rev. Todd Atkins-Whitley, 
    Associate Pastor 
John Kendall Bailey, Music Director 
Mary-Marie Deauclaire,  
    Handbell Director 
Liz Setlak-von Thury,  
    Office Manager  
Nicole Doyle, Nursery Attendant 
Kelley Mangels, Preschool Director 
 
Church Officers 
Trish Moosbrugger, Moderator 
Amy Furber-Dobson, Vice Moderator 
Christopher Callison, Treasurer 
Syd & Leslie Dent, Financial 

Secretaries 
Heidi Bridgeman, Clerk 
 
Commissioners 
Team Led, Buildings and Grounds 
Kim Michaud, Children’s Ministries 
Karen Kawaguchi, Joyce Klassen, 

Community Life 
Laura Beaver and Doug Leich, 

Outreach 
Karol Mead, Worship 
Jennifer O’Neal, Youth Ministries 
 
Preschool Board 
Penny Davis (chair), Barb DeBarger, 

Charlie Hasselbrink, Kyra Kennedy, 
Nicole Noga, Tim Seiler 

 
Rev. Eric’s  
Pastoral Relations Committee 
Carol Gilliland (chair), Bette Felton, 

Kim Michaud, Kristina Kelchner, 
Steve Paroli 

 
Rev. Todd’s  
Pastoral Relations Committee 
Mariah Callison, Mary Marie 

Deauclaire, Barb DeBarger,  
Jenn O’Neal, Cheryl Pierson, 
Richard Stein 


