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The season of Christmas is a short one – just twelve days. Many years, the Christmas season is not 
even two Sundays. The season of Epiphany, however, is a much longer season. And yet, we hardly 
give it the attention we do Christmas.  
 
Typically, Epiphany starts in the middle of the week on January 6 and is celebrated the Sunday 
closest to that date. This year, Epiphany actually falls on Sunday, January 6! Epiphany starts with a 
bang, with the Star and the Magi, and ends with a bang as well. The last Sunday of Epiphany is the 
Transfiguration, a bright shining and leading star of a different sort. In between are eight Sundays, 
two months, where the liturgical color is green.  
 
Throughout the season of Epiphany, the stars fade, the surprising miracles and celebrations of 
Christmas recede into the backdrop, as we return to our everyday lives. And so, I wonder, what 
does that mean for us?  
 
Christmas is a season filled with the promises of peace, hope, joy and love. Will we allow these 
promises to actually have an effect on everyday lives? Will we allow the promises of God to take 
root and have an impact on how we live life? After all, God is as present during the season of 
Epiphany as God was during the Christmas season.  
 
The core meaning of the word “epiphany” is “a revealing of a divine or supernatural being.”  
 
That is the core meaning of Epiphany: a revealing or a sighting of God.  
 
God revealed Godself all throughout the season of Christmas. How might we see and where will 
we find God this Epiphany season?  

 

See you in Church, 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

United Church of Christ 
989 San Ramon Valley Blvd 

Danville, CA 94526 
www.danvillechurch.org 

www.dayspringpreschool.org 
 

Danville Congregational Church is an 
Open and Affirming church,                
welcoming all of God’s people – of             
diverse race, gender, sexual                   
orientation, family status, economic 
condition, and physical, mental and 
emotional ability. 

 

Telephone: (925) 837-6944 
Office Hours: 

Tuesday-Friday 9am-3pm 
Worship Sunday at 9:30 AM 

Everyone is welcome! 
 

Church Staff 
The Rev. Eric Sherlock, Senior Pastor 
John Kendall Bailey, Music Director 
Mary-Marie Deauclaire, Handbell       
Director 
Blair Hansen, Office Administrator 
Hugh Klassen, Nursery Attendant 
Liz Setlak-von Thury, Operations  
Coordinator 
Janice Inman, Preschool Director 
 

Church Officers 
Kyra Kennedy, Moderator 
Kristina Kelchner, Vice Moderator 
Bob Britt, Treasurer 
Syd & Leslie Dent, Financial              
Secretaries 
Kim Michaud, Clerk 

 

Commissioners 
Bob and Diane Hardy, Buildings and 
Grounds 
Amy Furber-Dobson, Children’s           
Ministries 
Joyce Klassen, Community Life         
Ministry 
Trish Moosbrugger, Faith Journeys 
Doug Leich, Outreach 
Heidi Bridgeman, Stewardship 
Janis Jang, Worship 
Steve Paroli, Youth Ministries 

 

Preschool Board 
Janet Apostolo, Betty McCabe, 
Penny Davis, Charlie Hasselbrink, 
Sandra Lepley (chair), Nicole Noga 
 

 

Rev. Eric’s Pastoral Relations           
Committee:  
Carol Gilliland 
Chris Callison 
Judy Halden                 
Alex Hasselbrink  
Steve Paroli 

Please submit Email all submissions for the Monthly                  
Newsletter no later than the 15 of each month. You may Email 

submissions to: office@danvillechurch.org 

 
 

 
Always stay connected with the Danville  Congregational 

Church on INSTAGRAM, 
FACEBOOK and now, on YOUTUBE. You may also receive 
emails from DCC by signing up at www.danvillechurch.org. 

 
 

Please remember that the Deacons are available 
to pray with you or take your prayer request at 
any time. We can pray individually (privately) or 
pass your   request to the whole Diaconate or the 
church-wide Prayer Support Team. Please feel 
free to contact any Deacon with your requests 
for prayer, or to be a part of the Prayer Support 
Team. Prayer requests can also be e-mailed to 

prayers@danvillechurch.org.  

 
Carol Bassett   Karen Kawaguchi 
Larry Berlin   Cheryl Pierson 
Dee Brook   Anne Seiler 
Peggy Gierke   Diane Stein 
Nancy Hill   Richard Stein 
Janis Jang    

 

    OUR PURPOSE

http://www.danvillechurch.org/
http://www.dayspringpreschool.org/
mailto:office@danvillechurch.org
http://www.danvillechurch.org/
mailto:prayers@danvillechurch.org
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We’d love to know about your joys and                     
concerns. If you have something to share in 
the next newsletter, please send it to Peggy 
Gierke by January 15. 
 

 

Prayers of Healing . . . 
o Joyce Boehmert  
o Heidi Bridgeman's parents, Betty and 

Richard Brown, dealing with the                 
challenges of ageing. 

o Gail and Brett Clark's 3-year-old               
neighbor, Ben Rutherford, undergoing 
antibody treatment at Sloan Kettering 
Hospital in New York. 

o Amy Furber-Dobson's father, Alan,   
recovering from recent heart surgery. 

o Norm Palmer, beginning radiation for 
prostate cancer, mid-December. 

o Sarah Robison-Bertoni's mother in law, 
Maud, recovering from a fall, and also 
her sister Amy, undergoing treatments 
for cancer. 

o Judy Schreib's cousin, Diane               
diagnosed with cancer. 

Congratulations . . . 
o Rev. Elizabeth Chandler Felts, Sr. Pastor 

at DCC in the 90's, who has accepted a 
call as Sr. Pastor at a UCC church in 
Providence, Rhode Island. 

o Diane and Bob Hardy for their new 
granddaughter born on November 11, 
2018.  
 

Prayers of Sympathy . . . 
o Vicki Lanini, upon the peaceful passing 

of her Aunt Carolyn.  
o Sandra Lepley and her family upon the 

death of her father in Portland Dec. 4. 
o Bruce Lohman's wife, Sonia, who             

recently suffered the loss of her sister. 

o The Kelchner Family upon the death 
of former Pastor Alan Kelchner's 
mother, Polly Gilliam, at the age of 99, 
in Florida. 

Continued Prayers . . . 
o Ken Boehmert 
o Sylvia Martino 
o Mary Anne Prickett  
o Tom Olwin 
o Chris Sonneman 

 

 

The Winter Men's Lunch series begins                 
January 17, 2019 at noon at The Brass Door 
Restaurant in San Ramon. The dates for this 
series are Series 1:  

January 17, 24, 31 

February 7, 14, 21, 28 

As usual, we will eat together, catch up on 
each other’s lives, and discuss the scripture 
planned for the following Sunday.  We tend 
to have a vigorous discussion in which all 
men are invited to participate. Detailed Bible 
background is not necessary, though you 
may pick up some. 

If you have any questions, or want on the 
email list for reminders and are not on that 
list already, please contact Dave Hill at 
dghill@sbcglobal.net. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:dghill@sbcglobal.net
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All this year we are asking individuals who are 
interested in providing flowers for our           
Sanctuary for Sunday worship to sign up in 
advance on our new flower calendar.  As                
announced earlier, Emmaus teams will not be 
responsible for flowers on their assigned     
Sunday, but instead we have opened up the 
entire year for folks to provide flowers on a 
Sunday of their choosing.  And for those who 
wish, it’s an opportunity to honor someone 
special, acknowledge a special event such as 
an anniversary, or celebrate the memory of a 
loved one. 

Once you sign up for your date, all you have 
to do is bring flowers on that Sunday.  You will 
receive an email reminder in advance, be 
asked for the special designation (if any), and 
the office will be notified for the bulletin.  The 
flower calendar is currently seeking a                      
permanent home for posting, so watch for an 
update in the Sunday bulletin as to its location. 

Thanks to all who have already signed up!  
The month of May is completely taken, but we 
have many open dates scattered throughout 
the rest of the year up through November.   

For more information, Contact Diane Stein: 
richarddiane@sbcglobal.net 

 

  

 
 

Dayspring Preschool News 

December was a very 
busy, exciting time at              
Dayspring, with the holiday 
activities prior to our               
Winter Break at the end of 

this month!  The character trait is “I Am Caring,” 
and the theme was “Honoring Family.”  The 
children were              focused all month on the 
magic and wonder of different winter holi-
days, including Christmas and Hanukkah. The 
children made wonderful holiday gifts to take 
home to their families. They learned about the 
letters Gg and Hh, and reviewed all of the let-
ters that they have learned since the begin-
ning of the school year.   

Once again, the smell of gingerbread wafted 
through the center! The children baked             
cookies, and made adorable gingerbread 
houses. Many holiday books, stories, songs, 
and games were enjoyed all month.                         
Generosity and caring for others was evident 
with our annual service project for the Food 
Bank.  Two big Food Bank barrels were filled 
to the brim, and they prompted many                       
conversations with children about caring for 
others. What a wonderful way to teach the 
children about the importance of giving to 
those less fortunate! The children also shared 
their singing voices with the seniors of Valley 
Oaks Respite, when we visited the program to 
sing our Holiday songs. 

On December 13 and 14, each classroom              
performed holiday songs for the Dayspring 
families at the preschool’s annual Holiday 
Program. This event was enjoyed by all! 

A blessed Christmas Season and Happy New 
Year to All!!!! 

Visit the Dayspring website at: 

www.dayspringpreschool.org for more                      
information.

  

http://www.dayspringpreschool.org/
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How did we get to become O & A (Open and 
Affirming). Chris Rauen has prepared a series 
of articles beginning in the January Good 
News reflecting on DCC'S O and A process as 
it began 22 years ago. These articles will                  
reflect the sequential process. On Sunday, 
February 3 we will have a Second Hour                  
devoted to the "journey" presented by Dave 
Hill and Doug Leich. Dave and Doug were two 
of the original members of the Open and             
Affirming process at DCC. 

The year 1999 was remarkable for many                 
reasons. The U.S. women’s soccer team won 
the World Cup, the business world was                   
obsessed with the Y2K bug, and members of 
Danville Congregational Church voted to be 
come an Open and Affirming church. 

June 13 officially marks the 20th Anniversary of 
DCC voting to become Open and Affirming 
(ONA). On June 6, 1999, Rev. Elizabeth Felts 
delivered a sermon titled “Bring the Children 
Home,” where she addressed the topic head 
on. As she related, an actual vote on the issue 
was essential. “If we do not vote, or if the vote 
is no, (society) will assume we are not open 
and affirming.” The following Sunday, at the 
DCC annual meeting, the motion passed by a 
vote of 76 in favor, 12 against. 

This official ONA recognition was the result of 
several years of planning and preparation. 

Chris Sonnemann was a catalyst,                               
championing the designation before Rev. 
Felts distributed a note to DCC members on 
September 17, 1996, proposing the launch of 
an Open and Affirming Committee. Chris 
served as the first chair of the committee,                  
followed by Scott and Barbara Reed, who 
now live in Colorado. Dave Hill and Doug 
Leich were among the inaugural ONA                  
committee members.  

Over the next several months, we will                          
chronicle the steps that DCC took to become 
officially recognized in June of 1999 as an 
ONA church. With this designation, DCC                  
followed in the footsteps of other United 
Church of Christ churches: #37 of ONA 
churches in the Northern California/Nevada 
Conference, and #302 of all UCC churches. 

DCC will have second-hour discussions on 
the steps and milestones leading to the ONA 
vote, and a 20th Anniversary Celebration on 
Sunday, May 19.  

See the announcement below for more 
details: 

 

We will be celebrating 20 years of open and 
affirming at Danville Congregational Church. 
There will be a guest speaker, special music 
and reception. Keep an eye out for Chris             
Rauen's historical review of our O and A                  
process over the next few months.   
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 News from the U.S./ 

Mexico Border and  

Delegation  

Opportunities 

"The U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
agency fired tear gas at migrants trying to 
seek asylum in the United States at the border 
crossing at Tijuana. How did our country reach 
the point where we are tear-gassing mothers 
and children? One reason is because of the 
widespread myths about these brothers and 
sisters of ours."  Father James Martin                           
addresses some of the myths (read here 
http://bit.ly/2CskeNl) about the migrants 
heading North from Central America. 
 
In a short film, Skylight talks to some of the          
migrants (watch here: http://bit.ly/2UWutAK) 
about why they are leaving Central                   
America.  One article points out that, while the 
media has focused on violence and poverty 
as the main factors,  

Climate change is also driving migration 

(read about it here: http://bit.ly/2EFYFvc). 
 
A number of solidarity organizations continue 
to organize delegations to the U.S./Mexico 
border to raise awareness, mobilize support 
for local organizations and, in some cases, 
volunteer.  If you are interested in                              
participating in a September 2019 delegation 
to the border through Abriendo Fronteras/ 
Opening Borders: http://www.openingbor-
ders.com/ with other Sister Parish members, 
please contact: 

Carrie: carrie@sisterparish.org or  

Vicki Schmidt: veschmidt45@msn.com 
 
If you are unable to travel but would like to 
support organizations doing incredible work 
on the border in other ways, please Email  
Carrie for a list of some recommendations 
from Sister Parish members. 
 

Throughout Advent, the DCC Community 
demonstrated their love and solidarity with 
The Catholic Community of San Antonio, 
Quiche, Guatemala. The   Deacons and Godly 
Play Class recognized graduating middle 
school students and prepared backpacks for 
their transition to high school.  The Prayer 
Shawl Ministry knit warm hats to snuggle the           
children with warmth and prayers, and many 
DCC families shared messages of hope for a 
future filled with love, joy and peace.  

 

DCC is updating our Photo 
and Media               Consent 
Forms as well as our                 
Emergency Forms. 
Please take the time to 
pick up a copy of the form 
in the            Narthex, and 

Email it to the office: office@davillechurch.org 
You may also mail it to the church office.  

The forms also downloadable on our               
website:  

Photo and Media Consent form: 
http://bit.ly/2ApsNaA 

Emergency Contact Form: 
http://bit.ly/2rJO3Tx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sisterparish.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3b465c2d7f5893bd463e6f1a9&id=a94f62e00c&e=71c0e5a10e
https://sisterparish.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3b465c2d7f5893bd463e6f1a9&id=a94f62e00c&e=71c0e5a10e
https://sisterparish.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3b465c2d7f5893bd463e6f1a9&id=78c02c1a79&e=71c0e5a10e
https://sisterparish.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3b465c2d7f5893bd463e6f1a9&id=78c02c1a79&e=71c0e5a10e
https://sisterparish.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3b465c2d7f5893bd463e6f1a9&id=f755838712&e=71c0e5a10e
https://sisterparish.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3b465c2d7f5893bd463e6f1a9&id=037da520e8&e=71c0e5a10e
https://sisterparish.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3b465c2d7f5893bd463e6f1a9&id=037da520e8&e=71c0e5a10e
mailto:carrie@sisterparish.org
mailto:Vicki%20Schmidt
mailto:office@danvillechurch.org
mailto:office@danvillechurch.org
mailto:office@davillechurch.org
http://bit.ly/2ApsNaA
http://bit.ly/2rJO3Tx
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The DCC Prayer 
Shawl Ministry sure 
was busy this year! 
DCC donated 300+ 
hats and scarves to 
the Comida para 
Cherryland Food 

Pantry at Eden 
United Church of Christ in Hayward. The DCC 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Team includes:                     
Gail Clark, Judy Schreib, Nicole Noga, Elke 
Torgersen and Marianne Clark. 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
We had a lot of fun socializing and singing 
Christmas Carols at DCC’s Annual Christmas 
Party. Thanks to all who joined us! 
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Sunday, January 27, 
after friendship hour, 
join us for a private 
viewing at Beth 
Chaim  Congregation 
in Danville about the 
"Art of the Ketubah." 

The Ketubah is a         
traditional Jewish 
contract of  marriage. 
Traditionally, it was 
signed by two                   

witnesses and then read out-loud in Aramai 
during the marriage ceremony. It is a public 
document that the entire community                      
witnessed. The traditional Ketubah included 
how the groom would provide for the bride 
according to Halakha (Jewish law.) There are 
references of this marriage contract in the                
Torah. The contract itself was agreed upon by 
the rabbis in the first century CE. It was to take 
the place of the price the groom would have 
paid to the bride's family in ancient times and 
specified what the bride would be entitled to 
in the event of divorce or death of the            
husband. It also outlined other obligations             
beyond the financial responsibilities. It                        
included traditional conjugal rights, food, 
clothing, and shelter. A couple was prohibited 
from living together without one. 

Modern Ketubahs are more gender-inclusive 
and focuses on the couple's love for one                 
another with hopes for their shared future           
rather than transactions or legal                                   
arrangements. In some cases, the Ketubah is 
part of the couple's recommitment ceremony. 
The ones at Beth Chaim are often written in 
Hebrew and English. They are framed by 
symbolic art.  

http://bethchaim.com/worship-learning-ac-
tivities/newscalendar/the-art-of-the-ketu-
bah 

 

 

DCC has been hard at work in updating our 
brochures and other membership items for 
2019!  

Our hope is to help share our message  with 
the people who do not know us-yet! 

 

 

    

Be sure to check out our new postcards on 
the credenza in the Narthex. Please feel free 
to share them with someone who might be                  
interested in looking for a church where they 
can belong, not just fit in!

 

 
 

http://bethchaim.com/worship-learning-activities/newscalendar/the-art-of-the-ketubah
http://bethchaim.com/worship-learning-activities/newscalendar/the-art-of-the-ketubah
http://bethchaim.com/worship-learning-activities/newscalendar/the-art-of-the-ketubah
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Sunday, January 6 
9:30 Worship 

5:45 – 8 Ice Skating in Walnut Creek 
Meet at DCC at 5:45 PM to carpool to Walnut 

Creek so we can ice skate at the Walnut 
Creek Holiday Ice Rink! Bring $15 to skate 

and $10 for dinner. 
 

Sunday, January 13 
9:30 Worship 

6 – 8 Youth Group in the Hope Center 
 

Saturday, January 19 – Monday, January 21 
(MLK Weekend) 

Youth Group Service Trip to Blue Theology in 
Pacific Grove! 

 
Sunday, January 28 

9:30 Youth Sunday Worship (more info to 
come!) 

All youth are invited to help lead worship and 
to share their Blue Theology trip with the 

congregation. Following worship, youth and 
their families are signed up to host Friendship 

Hour. 
No Evening Youth Group 



 

 

 



 

 

 

JANUARY CALENDAR 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 

NO Youth Group  

8:30 AM - 9:15 AM Choir Rehearsal  

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM All Church Family Worship  

31 1 

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Last Third 

of Life Group  

2 3 

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM Spiritual Formation 

Group #3  

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Choir Rehearsal  

4 5 

6 

Communion Sunday  

8:30 AM - 9:15 AM Choir Rehearsal  

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Godly Play and Holy Moly  

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Worship  

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM Worship Committee Decorating  

5:45 PM - 8:00 PM Youth Group Ice Skating in Walnut 

Creek (Invite a Friend!)  

7 8 9 

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Dayspring 

Preschool Board  

10 

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Diaconate Meeting  

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM Spiritual Formation 

Group #3  

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Choir Rehearsal  

11 12 

13 

8:30 AM - 9:15 AM Choir Rehearsal  

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Godly Play and Holy Moly  

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Worship  

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM Commission Meetings Buildings & 

Grounds   

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Youth Group   

14 

  

15 

7:00 AM Newsletter Deadline  

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM Worship 

Commission Meeting  

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Finance 

Committee  

16 

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM Tenant Rela-

tions Committee Meetings  

6:30 PM - 8:00 PM Rev. Eric’s 

PRC  

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Dayspring 

Preschool Board Meeting  

17 

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM Spiritual Formation 

Group #3  

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Choir Rehearsal  

18 19 

Blue Theology Youth Group Trip  

20 

Blue Theology Youth Group Trip  

Ingathering Sunday  

8:30 AM - 9:15 AM Choir Rehearsal  

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Godly Play and Holy Moly  

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Worship  

21 

Blue Theology Youth Group Trip  

22 

2:00 PM - 3:30 PM Emmaus 

Committee Meeting  

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Council 

Meeting  

23 

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM Prayer 

Shawl Ministry  

24 

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM Spiritual Formation 

Group #3  

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Choir Rehearsal  

25 26 

27 

8:30 AM - 9:15 AM Choir Rehearsal  

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Godly Play and Holy Moly  

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Worship  

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Youth Sunday  

28 29 30 31 

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM Spiritual Formation 

Group #3  

7:30 PM - 9:00 PM Choir Rehearsal  

1 2 

 

 



 

 

 

 


