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Beloved friends,
The month of May is a month focused on the theme of Stewardship. This year’s stewardship theme, has
been thoughtfully and lovingly named, “Sharing Our Story. Building Our Future. Growing Our Dreams.”
Throughout this month, you will have several opportunities to learn more about stewardship here at DCC
by way of three gatherings throughout the month of May: May 1, 4, and 11. At these gatherings, the
Stewardship Narrative and Booklet will be distributed. Within the booklet, you will find a narrative of our
church’s story, the work we accomplished this past year, and the dreams we have for our future. You will
also learn more about the preliminary budget for 2018-19. This is all very exciting, and I am thankful for the
team of folks who have contributed much to the formation of our stewardship campaign.
Now, I know when some of you hear the word “stewardship” your mind shifts to the topic of money. Yes,
typically throughout the stewardship season there is information about a preliminary budget for the coming
fiscal year and usually there is a commitment ask for all those who are members and friends of DCC. This is
all very important, especially as it relates to the function of the church as an organization. However,
whenever we hear a church talk about money, all people hear is the church asking for money. And there is
this sense that when the church is asking for money, we’re less likely to give.
According to the Giving USA Foundation, in 2013 philanthropy in the United States reached the same level
of giving that it did in 2007 before the recession hit. Americans gave away 335 billion dollars in 2013. The
news to giving to religion, however, was not nearly as positive. In 2008, gifts to religion as a percentage of
the whole was 35 percent. In 2013, in had fallen to 31 percent. This is the lowest ever recorded for giving to
religion. In the last two years, as giving has increased throughout the philanthropic world, we have seen that
every single category has increased except religion. Secular organizations and charities – education, health,
arts, environment, United Way – have all experienced increases in giving. Religion, specifically churches,
has failed to increase.1
And so, I wonder, why?
In his book, Not Your Parents Offering Plate, pastor and author, J. Clif Christopher tells a story of when he
taught a clergy seminar on stewardship. He put on a screen a laundry list of reasons why people give to an
organization or charity. He then asked the pastors to choose which one is the number one reason people
give. People started to blurt out, “taxes, guilt, involvement, etc.” Finally, a woman who had been sitting in the
back raised her hand and said, “Number one is a belief in the mission.” Turns out, she was right.2
The number one reason why people generally give to an organization or charity is a belief in the mission.
Which makes me wonder, church, have we lost sight of our mission? If giving to religion across the board
(continued on page 3)
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Not Your Parents Offering Plate, by J. Clif Christopher, pg. xii.
Ibid, pg. 8-9.
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Our Vision
At Danville Congregational Church we welcome you to a progressive
spiritual community that is open and affirming, celebrates differences,
and encourages alternate views. We explore the Bible with curiosity
and enthusiasm, taking it seriously but not literally. Taking Christ’s call
passionately to love our neighbor, we extend our faith into action for
the betterment of all. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we offer you
a place of peace and hope.

has fallen to its all-time low, has the church
universal lost sight of its purpose? You might be
sitting there wondering, “Well, Pastor Eric, what is
our purpose?” I’m glad you asked.
Our purpose, as a church, is to bring people into
relationship with God and one another. As
Christopher writes, “If we are not making more and
more disciples to follow Jesus, then why are we
here?” 3 Yes, diversity and inclusiveness are
wonderful qualities of our church, but that is not
why we are here. They are not the heart of the
Gospel. The heart of the Gospel is to love God, one
another and yourself. If we are not doing that, then
we are not living into our purpose. And if we are
not living into our purpose, why should we expect
people to give?
My friends, I believe what we do with our money
says a whole lot about what we believe about
God. Throughout the Gospels, Jesus speaks more
about money and possessions than any other
topic. Money is referenced nearly 800 times in
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. What we do with
our money and where we direct our resources
matters to God. However, if we do not believe in
the mission of the church, or our church, we
should not expect people to give when there are
many other organizations out there doing the work
of God.
My prayer this stewardship season is that you will
attend one of the stewardship gatherings and
celebrate with us on all we accomplished this
year. From the stories that will be shared and the
images that will be seen in your stewardship
booklet, I believe you will see that we are a church
that is striving more and more to live into its
purpose. And then, after you’ve had the
opportunity to reflect, I hope you will prayerfully
consider giving your time, talent and treasure to a
church that will continue in this next year to seek
and discern how to live more fully into its purpose
of building relationships with God and one another.
Blessings,

Eric
3

We’d love to know about your joys and concerns. If you have something to share in the
next newsletter, please send it to Peggy Gierke
by May 15.

Prayers of Healing . . .

 Michelle Barker, recovering from
recent surgery
 Deborah Daily's Aunt Gale recent
surgery
 Amy Furber-Dobson's Youth Minister,
Lizann Bassham, struggling with
cancer
 Betsy Hosick hip replacement surgery
in Texas, April 4
 Kim Michaud's, brother in law, Chris,
recovering from a recent surgery.

Prayers of Sympathy. . .
 Chris Rauen, upon the death of his
mother on March 28

Prayers of Gratitude. . .
 From the choir, for our gifted Music
Director, John Kendall Bailey.

Prayers of Joy. . .
 Margie Czajkowski and Michiyo Laing
both back in church after serious
illnesses

Continued Prayers . . .





Karen Anderson
Ken Boehmert
Sylvia Martino
Chris Sonnemann

Ibid. pg. 29.
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Always stay connected with the Danville
Congregational Church on INSTAGRAM,
FACEBOOK and now, on YOUTUBE. You may
also receive emails from DCC by signing up at
www.danvillechurch.org.

Spring Circle Assignments

Date
May 6
May 13
May 20
May 27

Circle Assignment
Almond
Balsam
Cedar
Cypress

Backup Circle
Oak
Olive
Pine
Willow

The
Men's
Lunch
series
continues
weekly
every
Thursday through May 17 at noon
at the Brass Door Restaurant in
San Ramon. In addition to eating
together and catching up on each other's
lives, we will usually be discussing the
scripture for the following Sunday. All men
are welcome to come and join the group.
Varying opinions are welcomed and deep
Bible knowledge is not essential. If you have
questions, please see or email Dave Hill at
dghill@sbcglobal.net.

DCC
will
be
providing dinners
to
homeless
families
in
SHELTER, Inc.’s Mountain View Emergency
Family Shelter in Martinez on Monday,
Thursday and Friday, May 21, 24 and 25. Sign
up at the Outreach table as an individual or
family to provide a dish and/or help serve the
meal. See Doug Leich, Alene Riley or Richard
Stein for more information.
This summer we have
exciting plans for our DCC
children and their parents!
We will be hosting three mini
evening camps! Children will
get dropped off for camp and their parents
can go to dinner and relax in community. The
first will be June 15, 6 PM-9 PM. The children
will enjoy singing, dancing, arts and crafts,
yoga and a lot of fun! If you are interested in
helping please contact Amy Furber-Dobson: amyafurber@yahoo.com OR
510-432-8362. We still need volunteers! :)

DCC
Stewardship
A Call For Giving

As community of faith,
we believe that our
future depends on Mindful dedication to
make a difference in the lives we touch. The
Stewardship Narrative, which will be
presented
at
our
TGIF
Gatherings
throughout May, highlights many of the ways
that we at DCC have supported one another
and our community during the past year. This
is how we share our story and build our future.
There are many more examples of generosity
not recorded in the narrative. Sometimes it’s
just a smile, a shared tear, a friendly
handshake or a full-on bear hug that joins us.
The narrative celebrates us and how we share
God’s message and bounty every day. As a
congregation
we’ve
supported
the
realignment of our pastoral and office staff.
We continue to reach out to those in need and
support efforts to maintain our beautiful
campus. Yes, it’s good to celebrate.
Let’s now look to the business of growing our
dreams. Dreams empower us to do better
and to do more.
With input from the
commissions, Council, staff and the
congregation, our collective dreams are also
highlighted
within
the
forthcoming
Stewardship Narrative. Repeatedly we heard
of a need for a part-time associate minister
who would support Rev. Eric as well as
maintenance reserves for our church campus.
In March, the Finance Committee and Council
held a joint meeting to discuss these requests
of the congregation and commissioners. After
a
robust
conversation,
the
group
recommended an ask for a 6% increase over
current giving levels in support of the above
needs.
It is also important to note that we’ve seen a
decrease in membership during the past

several years. There are several factors
related to this trend. However, friends, we’re
thankfully stepping into a new chapter under
the leadership of Rev. Eric Sherlock and a
dedicated team of strong lay people. This is
cause for thanksgiving and celebration.
We each have different motivations and
capacities for giving, and every gift and
commitment is gratefully received. The one
hope of your stewardship commission, lay
leadership and staff is that your support for
our ministries comes from a profound sense
of gratitude and joy for all you receive through
your relationship with God and the members
and friends of our church.
Affectionately,
Heidi Bridgeman
2017-18 Stewardship Commissioner

Stewardship Narrative Gatherings
The Stewardship Commission is excited to announce that the 2018-19 Stewardship
Narrative gathering meetings have been
scheduled. We will be meeting in small
groups at the homes of four members during
April and May. The gathering dates are:
•

Tuesday, May 1 @ 1:00pm (Hixon’s are
providing Ice Cream Sundaes)
*EVENT IS NOW FULL*
Bruce and Kathie Hixon
1975 Cactus Ct #1
Walnut Creek (Rossmoor)
(925) 300-3072
Brucehixon@comcast.net

•

Friday, May 4 @ 6pm (bring
pizza/BYOB)
Steve Paroli
255 Tamarind Lane
Danville
(925) 788-0223
Sparoli@msn.com
May 2018
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•

Friday, May 11 @ 6pm (BYOB/food
TBD)
Pat McGrath and Kyra Kennedy
504 Nugget Ct
Danville
(925) 743-1403
Kyra@baratza.com

The setting is casual, much like the TGIF
gatherings, and you will have an opportunity
to experience our first Stewardship Narrative
booklet. This is also an opportunity to spend
a fun, spirit filled evening with DCC
friends. Childcare will be provided at all four
gatherings. Additional details to follow but we
are hoping that you will plan to attend one of
these gatherings.

Please submit Email all
submissions for the
Monthly Newsletter no
later than the 15 of each
month. You may Email
submissions to:
office@danvillechurch.org

The Coalition of Welcoming Congregations
(CWC), a program of The Center for LGBTQ
and Gender Studies in Religion (CLGS), is
offering four separate Spring 2018 workshops
for our member congregations to explore one
or more of these issues relating to
intersectional
ministry:
racial
justice,
immigration, and trans inclusion.
All
workshops will take place from 10am to 2pm
and a vegetarian lunch will be provided.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Rowan QueathemRQUEATHEM@SES.PSR.EDU

Camp Caz Work
Weekend May 4-6
Would you like to
join a small group
for a work weekend
at Caz to make the
camp all nice and
spiffy before the kids come to camp? Adults
$33 - Kids under 18 accompanied by an adult
$15. The $33 includes all the room and board
plus a prime rib dinner. Please contact Steve
Warden, the organizer for full details and to
sign up:
scwarden50@aol.com or (415) 860-9452

SPRING 2018 WORKSHOPS ON
INTERSECTIONAL MINISTRY
RACIAL JUSTICE
IMMIGRATION
TRANS INCLUSION
1. Saturday, May 12 at Danville
Congregational Church, Danville.
2. Wednesday, May 16 at Unity in Marin,
Novato
3. Tuesday, June 12 2018 at Sha’ar Zahav,
San Francisco
TO REGISTER GO TO:
HTTPS://WWW.EVENTBRITE.COM/E/COALITION-OF-WELCOMINGCONGREGATIONSWORKSHOP-1-TICKETS-44262110163

Summer Camp
Fun at Camp
Caz! Every year,
those
who
attend
All
Church Camp at
Camp Caz, describe their Camp Caz
experience as life-changing—the beautiful
setting, the great new friends, and the spiritual
spin on every aspect of the weekend!
Did you know that Camp Caz fun doesn’t just
happen the weekend of All Church Camp?
Every summer, Camp Caz opens its beautiful
setting up to children, youth and families of all

sizes, shapes and hues. You won’t want to
miss out!
July 6-8 Caz “You & Me” Camp—entering
1-3rd graders (parents and guardians are
welcome and encouraged to attend with their
child).
July 8-14 Caz Senior High Camp—entering
10th-12th graders
July 15-21 Caz Junior Camp—entering 4th-6th
graders
July 22-28 Caz Junior High Camp—entering
7th-9th graders
Check out the link,

https://ncncucc.org/yomcreg/ for more information and registration.

The Poor People’s Campaign:
A National Call for Moral Revival
Fifty years ago last month, Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. was assassinated in Memphis
as he joined sanitation workers there who
were demanding better wages and working
conditions. The campaign he was working on
before his life was cut short was the Poor
People's Campaign – an effort to link racial
justice work and economic justice work
across the country as the next phase of the
Civil Rights Movement.
Now, a new Poor People's Campaign is
emerging. The Poor Peoples Campaign: A
National Call for Moral Revival is uniting tens
of thousands of people across the country to
challenge the evils of systemic racism,
poverty, the war economy and ecological
devastation. Mother’s Day, May 13th, will be the

launch of the campaign’s 40 days of
Nonviolent Moral Fusion Direct Action in 40
state capitols, including Sacramento, and in
Washington, DC, that will include education,
organizing, cultural arts, coalition-building and
direct action. The commitment to nonviolence
is central and the use of the word fusion
addresses the intersectional connections of
people and issues. There will be a national
action in Washington, DC, on June 23. Visit
www.poorpeoplescampaign.org to sign up for
more information – by joining the
campaign you can receive updates on
trainings and actions in our region. You can
also find the campaign’s statement of
principles (see box below) and their recently
released “The Souls of Poor Folks,” an audit of
America 50 years after the first Poor People’s
Campaign launched in 1968, and the Poor
People’s Campaign Moral Agenda.
A few DCC folks, including Norman Bardsley,
Marianne Clark and Doug Leich, have already
joined the Poor People’s Campaign and have
committed to participating in coordinated
direct actions in Sacramento, and perhaps
more locally, during the 40 days of direct
action. Others may wish to join them. Special
training is required for those participating in
the campaign’s direct actions, but others may
participate as witnesses. We encourage
anyone with an interest in understanding the
roots of this campaign to read The Third

Reconstruction – Moral Mondays, Fusion
Politics and the Rise of a New Justice
Movement, 2016, by Rev. Dr. William J. Barber

II, with Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove. Each
week of the 40 days of direct action will have
a different, nationally-coordinated theme,
focusing on women, children and the disabled
in the first week, moving to systemic racism in
the second and then to the military economy
in the third week. At DCC we will be following
these themes each week and reflecting on
the development of the Poor People’s
Campaign as it unfolds.
MORE INFORMATION ON PAGE 10
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If you are currently in a circle and have
participated in the past year, you will be on a
team. If for any reason you would like to opt
out (or opt in!) just let Kim know.

Circles Committee
Emmaus Teams to Replace Circles
On the 3rd day after Jesus died, two of the
disciples were walking on the road from
Jerusalem to Emmaus when they came upon
a stranger. They talked as they walked, and
when the disciples reached their destination it
was evening so they invited the stranger to
come inside with them. When they sat down
to eat together they realized that the stranger
was actually Jesus. What a surprise!
When we reflected on this passage we
realized that the disciples welcomed a
stranger and that it was in the breaking of
bread that they saw the face of God in this
new friend. Well, we have the opportunity to
share that welcome and hospitality each and
every Sunday at DCC.
We have created seven brand new Emmaus
Teams that will replace our current Circles.
Teams will be responsible for worship support
and hospitality (aka Sunday Tasks) every 8
weeks. And that’s it! You help out once every
eight weeks and the rest of the time you come
to worship and fellowship time and are
welcomed and fed by others. Each team will
have a team leader who will organize the
volunteers for their assigned Sunday. On the
8th Sunday we’ll be trying something new –
more on that next month.
You’ll find out which team you are on at the
Annual Meeting on June 11. Emmaus Teams
will be responsible for worship support
(greeter, usher, etc) and hospitality (fellowship
host and snacks) beginning on July 1.

We will not have “back up” or “sister” teams. If
everyone participates, each team will have
more than enough volunteers. In the case of a
shortfall, team leaders will be able to access
our soon-to-be-expanded list of “freelance”
volunteers.
Circles have been a way for our newer
members and friends to find connection and
become involved. We hope Emmaus Teams
will continue to provide that opportunity and
that all of you will find community while
working with your team.
Being an active member of an Emmaus Team
is a way to be involved in a ministry of
welcome and hospitality. Yes, there are tasks
that need to be done, but if you look at those
tasks as a ministry instead of a job you might
feel differently about them. And you might
just see the face of God in the person you are
serving.
The Circles Committee,
Nan Karns, Kim Michaud,
Judy Schreib and Diane Stein

Dayspring
students and
teachers are busy
preparing for the
annual Dayspring
Art Exhibit. Church
members are invited to view this creative
use of various media in Kairos Hall following
church services on April 29.

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s
journey, YOU are welcome here!

May Youth Events

May 6
9:30AM All Church Family Worship
6 – 8PM Youth Group
May 10
6 – 8PM Our Whole Lives
May 13
9:30AM

May 20
9:30 AM
12-3 PM

May 24
6-8 PM

Worship
No Youth Group Meeting –
Mother’s Day
Worship
End of Year Swim Party at the
Herbek’s (final Youth Group
gathering until September!)
Final Our Whole Lives in the
Youth Room

MAY
1 Penny Atkin
Margie Czajkowski
2 Kim Michaud
4 Anne and Tim Seiler
5 Wayne Shupe
6 Caryl Krotz
8 Michael Schmahl
13 Gail Clark
14 Luke Ruhlin
16 Allison Seiler
18 Will Kovach
23 Laura Barnes
29 Charlie and Alex
Hasselbrink (Anniversary)
Please enter your birthday and/or
anniversary on the calendar in
celebrated on your special day
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May 2018
Sunday
29

Monday
30

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Godly Play and Holy
Moly
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Worship
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Youth Group

6

7

Communion Sunday
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Worship
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM Associate Pastor
Search Committee Meeting
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Youth Group

13

14

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Godly Play and Holy
Moly
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Worship
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM Associate Pastor
Search Committee Meeting
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM Commission Meetings

Tuesday
1

Wednesday
2

Thursday

Saturday

3

4

10:30 AM - 1:00 PM Pilgrimage 1:30 PM - 3:00 PM
Group
Women's Spiritual For1:00 PM - 3:00 PM Stewardship mation Group #4
Narrative Gatherings (Off-site) 6:00 PM - 9:30 PM Day1:30 PM - 2:45 PM Women's
spring Art Exhibit
Spiritual Formation Group #1
6:00 PM - 9:30 PM Dayspring
Art Exhibit

12:00 PM - 1:30 PM
Spiritual Formation
Group #3
6:00 PM - 9:30 PM Dayspring Art Exhibit

6:00 PM - 9:30 PM Day- 6:00 PM - 9:30 PM Dayspring Art Exhibit
spring Art Exhibit
6:00 PM Stewardship
Narrative Gatherings
(Off-site)

8

9

10

11

1:30 PM - 2:45 PM Women's
Spiritual Formation Group #1
2:00 PM Circles Committee
Meeting

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM
Women's Spiritual Formation Group #4

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Diaconate Meeting
Stewardship Narrative
12:00 PM - 1:30 PM
Gatherings (Off-site)
Spiritual Formation
Group #3
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM OWL
(Our Whole Lives)

15

16

17

1:30 PM - 2:45 PM Women's
Spiritual Formation Group #1
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Finance
Committee

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM
Women's Spiritual Formation Group #4
7:00 PM Dayspring
Board Meeting

12:00 PM - 1:30 PM
Spiritual Formation
Group #3

20

21

22

23

24

Ingathering Sunday
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Godly Play and Holy
Moly
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Worship
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM Associate Pastor
Search Committee Meeting
12:00 PM - 3:00 PM Youth Group Swim
Party at the Herbek’s

7:00 PM 10:00 PM
PFLAG

1:30 PM - 2:45 PM Women's
Spiritual Formation Group #1
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM Council
Meeting

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Prayer Shawl Ministry
1:30 PM - 3:00 PM
Women's Spiritual Formation Group #4

12:00 PM - 1:30 PM
Spiritual Formation
Group #3
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM OWL
(Our Whole Lives)

27

28

29

30

31

1:30 PM - 2:45 PM Women's
Spiritual Formation Group #1

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM
Women's Spiritual Formation Group #4
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM Dayspring Preschool End of
Year Celebration

12:00 PM - 1:30 PM
Spiritual Formation
Group #3
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Dayspring Pre-K End of
Year Celebration

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Godly Play and Holy
Moly
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Worship
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM Associate Pastor
Search Committee Meeting

Friday

18

5

12

19
8:30 AM - 11:00 AM
Womens Hike TBD (off
site)

25

26

1

2
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