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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

PRELUDE   
 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rev. Eric Sherlock 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Charlie Hasselbrink 
One: People of God, look about and see the faces of those we know and love… 
All: neighbors and friends, sisters and brothers, a community of kindred hearts.  
One: People of God, look about and see the faces of those we hardly know… 
All: newcomers, sojourners, forgotten friends, the ones who need an outstretched hand.  
One: People of God, look about and see all the images of God assembled here. 
All: In each of us, God’s spirit shines for all to see.  
One: People of God, come, let up worship together. 

 
 

GATHERING PRAYER  Rev. Todd Atkins-Whitley 
God, open us to the questions from within, wrestle with us in the wonder of your word, lead 
us in our attempts to deepen our relationships with you and each other. Amen. 

 



 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  Pastor Todd 
One:  Peace be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
One:  Let us greet one another with waves and smiles  

and pass the peace of Christ using the chat feature. 
 
 

OPENING HYMN  

 
 
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN  Rev. Todd Atkins-Whitley 
 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 22:1-14 Charlie Hasselbrink 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+22%3A1-14&version=NRSV


 

 

 

SERMON Embrace Diversity Pastor Eric 
 
 

ANTHEM I Dream of a Church Mark Miller 
I dream of a church where everyone is welcome.  
I dream of a place we all can call home.  
I dream of a world where justice is flowing  
with hope and peace growing where God’s will is done.  
 

Make it so, make it so, help us to pray make it so.   
We dream of a world where love reigns among us.   
Your will is done, help us make it so.   
 

O God fill our hearts to reach out in welcome,  
make us to see your vision once more.  
Let’s dream of a world where our hands are your hands,  
we offer ourselves, O God make it so.   
 

Make it so, make it so. We pray for that day, make it so.   
We dream of a world where love reigns among us,  
your will is done, help us make it so. 

 
 

TIME OF PRAYER  Pastor Todd 
Sharing our Joys and Concerns  
    (Email your requests to Pastor Eric or type them in the chat window.) 

All:  Hear our prayer  
 

Pastoral Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer (using these words or the words most familiar to you) 

Our Loving God, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name.  
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive  
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen 
 
 

TIME OF GIVING  Charlie Hasselbrink 
Invitation to Giving  

During this time of virtual worship, we invite you to  
give online via our web site and clicking “Donate” in the upper right of the screen. 

 Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen 

   Offertory Prayer 
 

http://bit.ly/donatetodcc


 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN   

 
 

BENEDICTION  Pastor Eric 
 
 

POSTLUDE



 

 

Announcements 
If you would like to submit a prayer concern or joy for next Sunday’s Zoom Worship, please email it to 
Pastor Eric at eric@danvillechurch.org. 
 

To keep up-to-date on news and announcements during this time of social distancing, please read your 
email from DCC thoroughly! All communication related to church news and events will be 
communicated via email! 
 

Register for Annual Gathering! 
The Annual Gathering of the Northern California Nevada Conference of the UCC will be held 
on October 24, 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Resolutions and other meeting materials are available and being 
made available on the Conference's website here. Many significant resolutions will be voted on and 
decisions made, including the passing of an annual budget and a revisioning of Camp Caz. We invite 
you to inform and educate yourself, and if you have questions or concerns, please reach out to Pastors 
Eric and Todd. Registration is now open. There is no charge, but you must pre-register. 
 

 

Launching DCC’s Our Faith, Our Vote Web Page 
https://danvillechurch.org/vote/  Our Faith, Our Vote web page with a collection of non-partisan and 
faith-based voter resources including ballot recommendations on twelve statewide propositions from 
the League of Women Voters of California, California Council of Churches IMPACT, and our own DCC 
Anti-Racism Team. 
 
 

Sunday, October 11, DCC Second Hour Voter Forum 
Unsure about the California Ballot Propositions we will be voting on in the 
November 3, 2020 election?  Join us for DCC's Our Faith, Our Vote – Voter 
Information Second-Hour Forum hosted on Zoom by the DCC Anti-Racism 
Team on Sunday, October 11, 11:00 am – 12:00 noon.  We will share faith-
based voter resources and consider the racial equity implications of 
Propositions 15, 16, 17, 20 and 25.  The meeting will take place in the main 
Zoom room. Just remain on the morning Worship Zoom link or rejoin at 

11:00am. 
 
 

Voting for Equity Community Forum 
The Ensuring Opportunity Campaign, the Multi-Faith ACTION Coalition, the Family Economic Security 
Partnership (FESP) and the Budget Justice Coalition have joined forces to create a series of Voter 
Engagement Events to inform, rally, and build power in the community with Contra Costa County 
voters around important ballot measures that deal with racial, economic, and social justice. Experts will 
be presenting on Propositions 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22 and 25, followed by a robust community 
conversation! 
Tuesday, October 13 @ 5pm (English Event) - Click here to register 
Wednesday, October 14 @ 5pm (En Español) - Haga click aquí para registrarse 
 
 

Ingathering for Wildfire Relief 
If you are moved to donate to help others in California and beyond who have suffered losses from the 
unprecedented wildfires this year, please donate through the DCC donations page, selecting “Wildfire 
Relief”. Our October 18 Ingathering will be for wildfire relief, but you may give at any time.  All DCC 
wildfire relief donations will go to the Northern California Nevada Conference Western Wildfire Relief 
Fund. 
 

 

mailto:eric@danvillechurch.org
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncncucc.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D3970aa18c07ad9beea8f17654%26id%3De03e67c801%26e%3Dea095865a1&data=02%7C01%7Ceric%40danvillechurch.org%7Ce983644fde92423c750108d85b35163d%7C7986475032424257ba2b00e6c5e16d29%7C1%7C0%7C637359631766632277&sdata=gqf%2Fi2WngLCjdj8KlLI5wBhs7C4ItGM28TQdADc30NE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncnc.dreamhosters.com%2Fannual-gathering%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ceric%40danvillechurch.org%7Ce983644fde92423c750108d85b35163d%7C7986475032424257ba2b00e6c5e16d29%7C1%7C0%7C637359631766642273&sdata=5bCPtUYlX4HIXsJH84CCQBSNFUDkXqA00%2BkcdwFY8TA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncncucc.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D3970aa18c07ad9beea8f17654%26id%3D7466f9e2e0%26e%3Dea095865a1&data=02%7C01%7Ceric%40danvillechurch.org%7Ce983644fde92423c750108d85b35163d%7C7986475032424257ba2b00e6c5e16d29%7C1%7C0%7C637359631766652267&sdata=L7O06Lk3Kzqf18qAp7zRM8uZXX0peo4eLUXpzyRxxFU%3D&reserved=0
https://danvillechurch.org/vote/
https://lwvc.org/vote/elections/ballot-recommendations
http://www.churchimpact.org/uploads/4/1/4/8/41486323/november_2020_ballot_recs_print.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ucO2pqz8vHdV7i7H1Kqg2lf151OTBoSLB
http://bit.ly/3jYn3sn
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRkN-M-l7GIQ7oVVdsRSFvb7HO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouRolJlJnxQn1iUMgbac3cS4=


 

 

Friendly Reminder 
If you received an emergency contact form in the mail and have not yet completed and returned it to 
the DCC office, please do so as soon as possible. This will provide important information to our church 
office. Remember to indicate on the form whether or not the contact information can be public (ie., 
published in our DCC online directory.) Thank you! 
 

 

Many of us inherited a Christian worldview that assumed the success of the United States meant the 
advance of God’s mission in the world. Others of us inherited a worldview where the Church was 
apolitical with a “We don’t talk about politics, we just talk about Jesus” mentality. 
 
You are invited to join Project Peace East Bay us as together we explore the theological roots of these 
perspectives, as well as a new way to approach this election season. They have found that Christians want 
to talk about civic engagement as a response to our faith but many of us often lack the language to help 
us navigate this, especially in a cancel culture where there's little room to say the wrong thing. What does 
it look like to have integrity in our faith when we're unsure of what to do or say to be effective? 
 
In partnership with The Global Immersion Project, Project Peace is offering an East Bay-focused workshop 
that offers the language, tools, and actions to embrace a conflicted allegiance that tackles our faith in one 
hand and our U.S. citizenship in the other. 
 
We all need tools to get comfortable talking about uncomfortable topics within our congregations. The 
workshop itself is a model for what this space can look like and will enable you to navigate this polarized 
election season with initiative and courage. This workshop will equip you with: 
 

• A framework and language to understand how our faith impacts our civic engagement 
• A set of tools to navigate the 2020 election as Christians 
• Practical actions from others’ experiences to take steps in your own life 

 
We don’t want to waste anyone’s time. In order to jump into the conversation with a shared language, 
we highly recommend watching this 22-minute video with reflection questions. 
 
Invite your friends, community group, or family to experience this workshop together and be each other's 
accountability. It's a great way to connect with loved ones in a new way—by learning, taking small risks, 
and asking hard questions together. 

 
Full details can be found on the registration page. 
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Upcoming Gatherings 
 

Worship at DCC, Sundays at 9:30am 
https://zoom.us/j/492975948?pwd=blJqZTNpNGo3S1o0YkNFM3FWQ1dIQT09  

or by Zoom app: 492 975 948, password 322 
or by phone: dial 669-900-6833 and enter 492 975 948 as the Meeting ID and 322 as the password. 

 

Second Hour Voter Forum Sunday, October 11 at 11:00am 
Please stay on the call for our worship gathering or use the link above to log into the Second Hour 

hosted by DCC's Anti-Racism Ministry Team! 
 

Youth Group, Sundays at 5:00pm 
See email for details. 

 

 
 

Ministers—The Entire Congregation 
 

Church Staff 
The Rev. Eric Sherlock 

Senior Pastor 
The Rev. Todd Atkins-Whitley  

Associate Pastor 
John Kendall Bailey  

Music Director 

Mary-Marie Deauclaire  
Handbell Director 

Elizabeth Setlak-von Thury  
Office Manager 

Nicole Doyle 
Nursery Attendant 

 

The DCC Prayer Team prays daily for those in need of prayers.   
If you would like to submit a prayer request for yourself or someone else,  

contact a pastor or send an email to prayers@danvillechurch.org.   
All requests are kept confidential unless specified otherwise. 

 

Kelley Mangels, Dayspring Preschool Director 
dayspringpreschool.org 

 

 

Danville Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

989 San Ramon Valley Blvd., Danville, CA  94526-4020 
Phone: (925) 837-6944 

danvillechurch.org   

  

https://zoom.us/j/492975948?pwd=blJqZTNpNGo3S1o0YkNFM3FWQ1dIQT09
https://zoom.us/j/492975948?pwd=blJqZTNpNGo3S1o0YkNFM3FWQ1dIQT09
mailto:prayers@danvillechurch.org
https://www.dayspringpreschool.org/
http://www.danvillechurch.org/
https://danvillechurch.org/antiracism/
https://www.ucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DCCUCC/
https://www.instagram.com/dccucc/
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